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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1969 


Area  (acres)  .  59,005 

Population  1961  (Census)  .  15,198 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Mid  Year  Estimate) ...  ...  18,580 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  (1961  Census)  ...  5,263 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1969  ...  ...  ...  6,832 

Rateable  Value  .  £500,271 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1969  .  £2,148 


Live  Births — 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

...  379 

181 

198 

Illegitimate 

00 

• 

• 

17 

11 

407 

198 

209 

21.9 

Stillbirths— 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

...  8 

4 

4 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

8 

4 

4 

19.0 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes)  ... 

...  200 

108 

92 

10.8 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 
Abortion 

•  •  • 

- 

-  -  , 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality . 

3 

2 

1 

7.0 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality . 

2 

2 

— 

5.0 

Perinatal  Mortality . 

2 

2 

— 

24.0 

Infant  Mortality — 

10.0 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

11.0 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  .  114 
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November,  1970. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcester. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1969  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  report  is  presented  in  seven  sections,  six  dealing  with  separate 
aspects  of  environmental  control;  the  first  on  natural  and  social  condi¬ 
tions;  the  second  on  the  provisions  of  health  and  welfare  services;  the 
third  on  sanitary  circumstances;  the  fourth  on  housing;  the  fifth  on 
food;  the  sixth  on  the  control  of  infectious  and  other  diseases  and  finally 
the  seventh  section  consists  of  statistical  tables.  In  addition,  while 
increasingly  health  prevention  is  becoming  a  matter  of  individual  concern, 
a  number  of  general  observations  are  made  on  trends  which  could  prove 
inimical  to  health  either,  now,  or  in  the  future. 

The  district  is  still  predominantly  rural,  although  housing  develop¬ 
ment  continued,  with  324  private  properties  being  erected  in  1969.  The 
population  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  figure  has  risen 
from  17,850  to  18,580  this  year,  an  increase  of  730  extra  persons  in  the 
district.  It  can  be  anticipated  that  this  population  rise  will  continue  with 
the  prospect  of  the  new  town  of  Milton  Keynes  and  the  expansion  of 
Northampton. 

The  vital  statistics  show  that  there  were  200  deaths,  25  more  than 
last  year.  This  gives  a  standardised  rate  of  10.8  which  is  below  the  figure 
of  11.9  for  England  and  Wales.  Male  deaths  exceeded  female  deaths  by 
16.  Details  and  comments  on  the  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Section  A. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  407,  a  rise  of  11  on  last  year’s 
figure.  There  were  28  illegitimate  births  compared  with  27  last  year. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  private  abattoir  was 
111,927  during  1969,  making  more  than  4,000  extra  carcases  to  be  in¬ 
spected  than  last  year.  This  extra  throughput  is  being  attempted  without 
increasing  the  working  area,  but  despite  these  difficulties  a  full  meat 
inspection  service  was  maintained. 

The  Council  has  maintained  steady  progress  in  the  provision  of  new 
houses  for  letting  by  the  completion  of  20  dwellings,  with  a  further  96 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  remaining  unfit  houses 
are  gradually  being  dealt  with  individually  as  opportunity  arises.  There 
are  no  groups  of  properties  suitable  for  including  in  clearance  areas 
because  the  remaining  unfit  houses  are  small  in  number  and  scattered 
singly  throughout  the  area.  The  modernisation  of  the  older  properties, 
both  Council  and  privately  owned,  continues  steadily  so  that  only  a  small 
minority  remain  without,  at  least  the  five  standard  amenities. 

The  Abthorpe  and  district  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  scheme  is 
proceeding  rapidly,  and  a  sewerage  scheme  with  disposal  works  at  Blakesley 
is  in  an  advanced  stage  of  preparation  for  submission  to  the  Ministry.  A 
joint  scheme  has  been  prepared  which  is  under  consideration  by  the 
Ministry  for  the  villages  of  Grafton  Regis  and  Alderton.  These  schemes 
are  reported  on  more  fully  in  Section  C. 
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The  control  of  food  hygiene  in  the  district  is  maintained  at  a  high 
standard.  There  has  been  also  adequate  control  of  food  supplies.  The 
sampling  of  untreated  milk  bottled  on  farms  continues  to  be  carried  out 
by  our  inspectors  assisted  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  department  of  the 
County  Council  and  Mr.  Evans,  the  County  Inspector,  provides  a  helpful 
service.  His  co-operation  and  prompt  notification  of  any  failure  is  much 
appreciated.  While  the  district  has  been  fortunate  during  the  year  in 
having  only  one  isolated  case  of  food  borne  infection,  the  condition  is 
generally  far  too  prevalent.  It  is  essential  that  there  is  constant  vigilance 
in  the  maintenance  of  standards  in  the  storage,  preparation  and  sale  of  all 
food  and  that  individuals  concerned  with  this  trade  should  receive  proper 
training  and  be  aware  of  the  potential  risk  to  their  customers  should  they 
fail  to  observe  the  strictest  methods  of  hygiene.  The  local  authority,  by 
constant  inspection,  exhortation  and  sampling,  makes  every  effort  to 
prevent  food  borne  infection,  but  the  ultimate  responsibility  lies  with 
those  who  handle  the  food.  A  lapse  by  an  individual  either  in  food 
premises  or  in  the  home  is  often  the  cause  of  illness.  The  public  them¬ 
selves,  when  observing  failure  in  food  premises,  should  refuse  to  accept 
unsatisfactory  practices.  In  the  home,  high  standards  among  families 
should  be  a  routine  matter. 

Infectious  diseases  notification  was  low.  Measles  vaccination 
continued,  but  owing  to  shortage  of  vaccine  was  not  generally  available. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  universal,  and  often  complicated  infection,  will 
decline  in  future  years.  While  the  incidence  of  infection  is  slight,  it  is 
disturbing  to  note  that  the  numbers  receiving  immunisation  are,  in  many 
areas,  too  few.  It  is  hoped  that  the  use  of  the  computer  will  have  the 
effect  of  raising  the  response  to  immunisation.  Should  standards  fall 
infections  could  recur.  It  remains  vitally  important  for  children  to  be 
immunised  for  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough,  tetanus, 
smallpox  and  now  measles,  with  tuberculosis  vaccination  following  later. 
The  introduction  of  Rubella  (German  Measles)  vaccination  may  also 
become  universal  for  girls,  as  an  effective  vaccine  has  now  been  developed. 

Thus,  the  environmental  control  of  the  district  has  been  maintained 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  but  while  there  is  a  gradual  improve¬ 
ment  annually,  pressures  are  constant  both  in  maintaining  present 
standards  and  in  dealing  with  new  problems  that  occur.  The  national 
rise  in  population,  if  it  continues  at  its  present  rate,  will  result  in  an 
increase  of  20  million  by  the  year  2,000,  thereby  causing  problems  of  great 
magnitude  in  the  environment.  Already  some  of  these  are  evident  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  There  will  inevitably  be  increasing  pollution 
of  the  air,  sea,  land  and  inland  waterways:  congestion  of  the  roads 
resulting  in  more  deaths  from  accidents:  overcrowding  of  the  cities  with 
overspill  and  congestion  of  the  countryside:  a  vast  problem  of  refuse  and 
sewage  disposal:  housing  shortage:  the  need  for  more  institutions,  schools, 
teachers,  hospitals  and  all  the  allied  services:  the  problem  of  noise  and 
its  effect  on  mental  health,  and  finally  the  ultimate  result  of  overpopula¬ 
tion  on  the  whole  mental  outlook  of  its  people.  While  it  is  agreed  that 
population  control  is  a  priority  in  many  of  the  emerging  countries,  its 
urgency  here  has  not  received  the  attention  it  merits.  While,  at  the 
present  time,  family  planning  is,  in  general,  a  practice  of  the  more  respon¬ 
sible  members  of  the  community,  we  are  faced  with  an  inevitable  increase 
of  population  among  the  less  desirable,  who  as  problem  families  frequently 
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perpetuate  themselves  by  becoming  the  progenitors  of  future  problem 
families.  There  are  in  this  country  250,000  unwanted  children  born 
annually  and  it  is  likely  that  it  is  from  this  source  that  criminality  arises. 
The  successful  practice  of  population  control  has  therefore  this  twofold 
purpose,  which  is  both  quantitative  and  qualitative. 

The  year  1969  was  notable  for  proposals  for  reform  in  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  structure  and  changes  in  the  National  Health  Service.  In  the 
former,  unitary  all  purpose  authorities  combining  in  Northamptonshire 
both  the  Borough  and  the  County  would  take  the  place  of  the  twenty  two 
district  councils  of  the  County  and  County  Borough.  The  Health  Service 
was  to  be  unified  and  its  tripartite  structure  to  cease,  removing  the 
personal  preventive  health  services  from  the  local  authority,  but  leaving 
the  control  of  environmental  services  with  the  unitary  authority.  Finally 
the  social  services,  remaining  with  the  local  authority,  would  embrace  a 
number  of  health  functions.  This  proposed  massive  reorganisation 
occupied  much  thought  in  the  year  of  this  report. 

However,  political  changes  which  have  occurred  at  the  time  of 
writing  may  cause  some  immediate  deferral  of  these  plans.  However 
some  reflection  on  the  future  of  the  preventive  services  and  the  challenges 
that  have  to  be  faced  could  be  appropriate  at  this  time. 

It  is  now  over  twenty  years  since  the  inception  of  the  National  Health 
Service.  From  the  outset  a  tripartite  structure  separating  hospital, 
general  practitioner  and  local  authority  services  was  potentially  hazardous. 
The  separation  of  the  preventive  services  from  the  National  Health 
Service,  and  the  isolation  of  the  medical  personnel  allying  them  with  other 
local  government  officers  rather  than  their  colleagues  has  resulted  in  a 
steady  decline  in  recruitment.  Local  authorities  have  in  some  instances 
also  failed  to  recognise  the  potential  of  their  inheritance  and  while  there 
has  been  expansion  of  hospital  and  general  practitioner  services  there  has 
been  some  stagnation  in  the  preventive  field.  Foresight  in  expenditure 
on  prevention  could  have  resulted  in  saving  on  the  curative  services. 
However  health  needs  are  weighed  against  all  other  demands  and,  in 
practice,  are  often  the  ones  to  be  curtailed  in  times  of  economic  stringency. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  the  results  of  preventive  medicine  are  without 
immediate  dramatic  evidence;  are  slow,  long  term,  and  can  only  be 
assessed  by  the  passage  of  time  and  often  the  study  of  statistics.  It  is 
unfortunate  too  that  in  the  last  twenty  years  the  needs  of  prevention 
have  become  more  subtle,  depending  now  less  on  obvious  environmental 
control  such  as  the  clearing  of  slums  and  prevention  of  infectious  disease 
than  on  the  individual’s  response  to  life  in  an  affluent  society. 

Finally,  I  emphasise  each  year,  what  are  the  future  challenges.  I 
maintain  that  there  is  a  need  for  their  constant  reiteration.  Health 
education  has  become,  in  its  modern  context,  a  perpetual  battering  at  the 
bastions  of  ignorance,  self-indulgence  and  complacency. 

In  the  assessment  of  the  needs  for  prevention  there  are  three  factors 
to  be  considered,  first  the  primary  one  of  preventing  disease,  which  is 
exemplified  by  the  total  prevention  of  an  illness  by  immunisation,  the 
secondary  factor  of  preventing  premature  death  by  means  of  early 
detection,  modification  of  living  habits,  health  education  and  other  means, 
and  thirdly  the  prevention  of  further  deterioration  of  those  who  already 
suffer  from  chronic  illness.  Each  facet  of  the  field  of  prevention  requires 
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its  individual  disciplines,  and  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  causes  of 
premature  death,  and  those  afflictions  who  by  their  incidence  lessen  the 
quality  of  life. 

The  cause  of  premature  death  in  the  younger  age  groups,  that  is 
before  the  fifth  decade  (40  years),  is  now  almost  entirely  from  accidents, 
both  in  the  home  (among  the  youngest)  and  on  the  road  (in  the  1st,  2nd 
and  particularly  the  3rd  decades) .  Once  again  I  give  some  details  on  this 
subject  on  later  pages  of  the  report. 

Next,  in  the  middle  aged,  becoming  evident  now  from  the  fifth 
decade  there  is  the  ever  growing  toll  which  is  caused  as  a  result  of  cigarette 
smoking.  It  is  agreed  that  this  is  probably  the  greatest  health  challenge 
facing  our  society  at  this  time.  At  least  50,000  deaths  a  year  are  con¬ 
tributed  to  by  this  habit,  not  only  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  but  from 
coronary  thrombosis,  chronic  bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  In  later  pages 
I  give  in  detail,  some  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  dangers  of  cigarette 
smoking.  In  the  face  of  this  massive  challenge  our  efforts  at  prevention 
have,  so  far,  been  puny.  Expenditure  on  the  promotion  of  information 
and  the  use  of  all  the  modern  media  of  communication  has  been  negligible 
when  compared  with  the  cost  to  the  nation  of  these  premature  deaths. 
So  often  too  the  premature  death  occurs  in  a  male  in  his  prime,  at  the 
time  of  his  greatest  contribution  to  society  and  to  his  family.  Constant 
effort  should  be  directed  by  all  the  means  that  are  available  towards  the 
education  of  young  people  in  an  effort  to  persuade  them  that  cigarette 
smoking  is  a  foolish  habit  indulged  in  by  those  who  are  unable  to  resist 
the  temptation  rather  than,  as  it  is  now  so  often  presented  by  the  cigarette 
manufacturers,  as  the  smoker  bearing  an  image  of  maturity  and  inde¬ 
pendence.  This  responsibility  lies,  however,  not  only  with  the  health 
educators  but  with  those  members  of  the  adult  population  who  particularly 
have  contact  and  influence  with  young  people. 

The  prevention  of  early  arterial  disease  resulting  in  incapacity  or 
death  from  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes  is  more  complex  and  its 
incidence  in  all  civilised  countries,  particularly  in  males,  relates  more  to 
a  way  of  life  than  to  a  single  habit  such  as  smoking.  However  there  is 
evidence  that  cigarette  smoking  can  also  contribute  to  the  incidence  of 
coronary  thrombosis.  The  causes  of  early  arterial  disease  are  probably 
multiple,  and  though  research  is  continuing  in  many  fields,  there  is  as 
yet  no  breakthrough.  In  some  the  condition  has  an  inherited  tendency. 
The  one  salient  factor  that  has  emerged  is  that  occurrence  is  less  likely  in 
those  who  take  regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese.  Farmers 
and  bus  conductors  suffer  less  than  bus  drivers  and  commercial  travellers. 
It  is  disturbing  to  consider  that  while  young  people  are  at  school  they  are 
physically  active  but  this  activity  may  cease  when  they  leave.  They 
often  eat  in  excess  of  their  needs  and  start  smoking  earlier  than  former 
generations.  The  prevention  of  arterial  disease,  and  the  presymptomatic 
detection  in  screening  of  individuals  likely  to  suffer  is  a  challenge  to 
preventive  medicine  which,  at  the  present  time,  is  not  being  tackled  in 
Britain.  Apart  from  isolated  pockets  of  individual  research  there  is  little 
other  effort  and  none  which  is  generally  directed.  A  situation  may  be 
building  up  in  which  the  incidence  of  early  arterial  disease  could  assume 
epidemic  proportions. 

Much  remains  also,  to  be  done  in  the  field  of  chronic  illness.  The 
early  detection  of  cancer,  of  diabetes,  the  prevention  and  alleviation  of 
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rheumatic  diseases  in  all  its  manifestations,  and  finally  in  tertiary  preven¬ 
tion,  the  needs  of  those  who  are  the  victims  of  chronic  illness,  particularly 
today  with  the  increasing  survival  of  the  handicapped  and  the  elderly, 
will  require  the  organisation  and  deployment  of  many  services.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  medical  research  may  find  the  answer  to  some  of  these  prob¬ 
lems,  but  in  the  meantime  in  the  organisation  of  the  National  Health 
Service  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  assess  the  priorities  in  medicine  and 
make  the  best  use  of  the  available  resources. 

Finally  there  is  the  disappointment  that  in  a  welfare  state,  where  the 
relief  of  poverty  and  its  attendant  anxieties  have  been  the  primary  aim 
of  succeeding  governments  since  the  end  of  the  war,  there  has  been  no 
lessening  in  the  occurrence  of  mental  ill  health.  Instead  its  incidence, 
together  with  those  other  manifestations  of  mental  instability,  such  as 
drug  taking,  both  of  hard  drugs  and  sedatives,  delinquency,  crime,  child 
neglect  and  cruelty,  divorce  and  a  neglect  of  social  obligations,  indicate 
that  a  materially  prosperous  society  requires  also  a  firm  basis  of  morality 
to  be  successful. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Powell  for  his  diligent  work 
throughout  the  year,  his  staff  and  the  Chairman,  the  Clerk  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support.  I  wish  also,  to  thank  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOAN  M.  ST.  V.  DAWKINS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall, 
Towcester. 

Teh:  Towcester  211. 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Social  Conditions — ^To  the  casual  observer  the  district  might  appear 
wholly  agricultural  in  character  because  of  the  extent  of  land  area  under 
cultivation  or  used  for  rearing  stock.  Such  an  assumption  would  be 
understandable  as  the  majority  of  the  land  area,  divided  among  some  200 
farms,  is  utilised  for  one  or  other  of  these  purposes.  However,  the 
working  members  of  the  population  are,  in  the  main,  employed  outside 
agriculture  in  neighbouring  towns  such  as  Northampton,  Wolverton, 
Luton  and  Banbury,  mainly  in  light  engineering  and  associated  industries. 
An  appreciable  number,  in  fact,  commute  as  far  as  London  to  follow  their 
employment.  Much  of  the  considerable  speculative  house  building 
development  which  has  taken  place  in  the  district  over  recent  years  has 
been  absorbed  by  people  who,  although  continuing  their  employment  in 
the  industrial  areas,  have  taken  up  residence  in  the  countryside.  The 
continuance  of  such  development  to  any  degree  could  eventually  affect 
the  balance  of  residential  occupation  in  the  new  city  of  Milton  Keynes  and 
the  possibilities  of  such  a  situation  has  no  doubt  already  been  envisaged 
by  the  Development  Corporation.  For  this  reason  planning  consent  for 
further  housing  development  in  the  southern  end  of  the  district  is  in  the 
future  likely  to  be  limited. 

The  population  increase  continues  and  can  be  largely  attributed  to 
the  influx  of  people  occupying  the  new  private  housing  sites  mentioned 
above.  No  new  industries  have  been  established  in  the  area  but  there 
has  been  further  expansion  of  industrial  undertakings  already  in  existence. 
This  applies  particularly  to  the  large  abattoir  and  manufactured-meat 
products  factory  at  Blisworth  and  the  electronic  components  factory  at 
Towcester. 

A  privately  owned  recreation  park  situated  at  Cosgrove  is  open  to  the 
public  and  provides  facilities  for  camping,  caravanning,  fishing  and  water 
sports.  The  district  also  embraces  the  Silverstone  racing  circuit,  Towcester 
racecourse,  the  canal  museum  at  Stoke  Bruerne  and  a  large  stretch  of  the 
Grand  Union  Canal  used  for  recreational  purposes. 

Area — The  area  of  the  district  is  59,005  acres. 

Population — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident  mid¬ 
year  population  for  1969  to  be  18,580  as  compared  with  17,850  for  1968. 
The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
amounts  to  207  persons  as  compared  with  221  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable 
deaths  was  200  as  compared  with  175  for  1968.  The  crude  death  rate 
based  on  the  mid-year  population  was  10.8  as  compared  with  10.2  for 
1968.  The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  quinquennium. 
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1965-1969,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
and  the  Administrative  County. 


Death  Rates,  1965-1969 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Towcester  R.D. 

9.8 

11.9 

9.7 

9.8 

10.8 

Administrative  County 

10.8 

11.12 

10.1 

10.9 

10.9 

England  and  Wales  ... 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

11.9 

11.9 

A  list  of  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the 

Abridged  List  of 

Causes  of  Death  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table  No.  1, 
whilst  the  history  of  the  rate  together  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919- 
1969  is  shown  in  Table  No.  2. 

In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
populations  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the 
area  comparability  factor  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death  rate, 
allows  a  truer  local  death  rate  of  10.2.  The  ratio  of  local  adjusted  death 
rate  to  national  rate  being  0.85. 

The  vital  statistics  show  that  there  were  200  deaths  compared  with 
175  last  year.  This  gives  a  standardised  rate  of  10.8  compared  with  the 
national  figure  of  11.9.  Male  deaths  exceeded  female  deaths  by  16. 
The  great  preponderance  of  deaths  was  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  making  a  total  of  114,  of  which  57  died  from  coronary  heart 
disease,  29  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system^  (strokes)  and  the 
remaining  28  from  other  heart  or  circulatory  disease.  Diseases  of  heart 
and  circulation  together  with  cancer  constitute  over  three  quarters  of  the 
total  deaths.  This  year  33  people  died  as  a  result  of  cancer. 

However,  out  of  a  total  of  200  deaths,  55  persons  died  before  the  age  of 
65.  The  causes  of  their  deaths  were  predominently  due  to  arterial 
diseases,  cancer,  respiratory  infection  or  accidents. 

It  is  well  to  reflect  each  year  on  these  early  deaths,  and  to  assess  the 
need  for  prevention  in  these  groups. 

It  is  probable  that  cigarette  smoking  is  the  greatest  contemporary 
health  problem.  50,000  deaths  a  year  can  be  attributed  to  the  habit. 
It  is  responsible  for  9  out  of  10  deaths  from  Inng  cancer,  3  out  of  4  deaths 
from  chronic  bronchitis  and  1  out  of  4  deaths  from  coronary  artery 
disease.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty  times  more  work  days  are  lost 
through  sickness  from  smoking  than  on  industrial  disputes. 

In  1968,  it  was  considered  that  about  75%  of  the  male  population 
and  41%  of  the  female  population  smoked.  Between  1956-68  the  number 
of  female  cigarette  smokers  rose  by  a  million.  It  is  deeply  disturbing  to 
note  that  42%  of  16  year  old  boys  and  30%  of  girls  smoke  more  than  25 
cigarettes  per  week. 

The  adverse  effects  on  health  of  smoking  unfortunately  only  become 
manifest  after  many  years,  and  are  therefore  not  obviously  connected  with 
the  habit.  Also  in  many  countries,  as  the  economic  benefits  from  taxing 
tobacco  products  are  large,  governments  have  hesitated  to  change 
legislation,  and  it  is  not  practicable  to  impose  regulations  on  an  unwilling 
population.  However  it  is  imperative  to  take  action  that  will  discourage 
young  people  from  starting  to  smoke,  and  may  promote  reduction  or 
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abstinence  in  smokers.  This  includes  keeping  people  constantly  and 
fully  informed  about  the  health  consequences  of  smoking  and  pressing  for 
the  curtailing  of  all  forms  of  sales  promotion  that  encourage  the  use  of 
tobacco. 

It  has  been  suggested  in  a  recently  published  paper*  that  the  most 
important  approaches  to  combat  the  health  hazards  of  smoking  are  as 
follows: 

1.  The  education  of  youth  not  to  take  up  smoking. 

(In  this  respect  all  those  adults  who  are  associated  with  and 
have  influence  over  young  people  should  by  the  force  of  their 
own  example  discourage  them  from  starting  to  smoke.  These 
include  parents,  teachers,  youth  leaders,  sportsmen,  actors,  pop 
stars  and  others  whom  young  people  admire  and  may  emulate). 

2.  The  exerting  of  the  influence  of  health  workers. 

(The  medical  profession  have  recognised  the  hazard,  and  now 
only  a  quarter  of  British  male  doctors  smoke.  Their  death  rate 
from  lung  cancer  is  now  only  f  of  the  national  figure). 

3.  Group  approaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking  by  adults. 

4.  Mass  approaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking. 

5.  Reducing  the  effectiveness  of  the  advertising  and  promotion  of 
cigarettes. 

6.  Less  hazardous  smoking. 

The  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  arteries,  particularly 
in  males,  is  increasing  in  all  cultivated  societies  of  the  world.  Its  preven¬ 
tion  is  one  of  the  great  challenges  of  modern  medicine.  Men  in  their 
prime  at  a  time  of  their  major  contribution  to  their  community  are  struck 
down  by  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes.  The  causes  are  multiple,  and, 
as  stated,  cigarette  smoking  is  probably  a  factor.  As  well  as  being  part 
of  the  process  of  ageing  hereditary  factors  are  involved  in  some.  Women 
are  less  affected  until  after  the  menopause,  indicating  a  hormonal  protec¬ 
tion.  The  only  clear  evidence  is  that  the  incidence  is  lower  in  those  who 
take  regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not  obese.  This  salient 
feature  needs  emphasis,  as  it  is  easy  in  a  modern  industrialised  society 
with  the  majority  occupied  in  sedentary  occupations,  the  widespread  use 
of  motor  transport  and  television,  for  many  to  become  physically  inactive. 
It  is  wise  to  establish  a  way  of  life  soon  after  leaving  school  in  which  there 
is  regular  participation  in  physical  exercise  which  can  be  suitably  modified 
to  the  passing  years.  This  combined  with  some  moderation  in  the 
consumption  of  food,  may  help  to  prevent  the  early  onset  of  arterial 
disease. 

The  yearly  toll  of  injury  and  death  from  road  accidents  mounts 
steadily.  In  an  overpopulated  island  with  congested  roads,  and  with  an 
anticipated  increase  of  numbers  of  vehicles  annually,  it  must  be  expected 
inevitably  that  this  death  rate  will  not  decline.  However  the  majority 
of  deaths  (and  injuries)  occur  in  males  in  the  age  group  19-24.  The  young 
male  would  appear  to  be  the  participant  and  maybe  the  cause  of  transgres¬ 
sion  on  the  road.  It  would  suggest  that  there  is  a  field  for  action  in  the 

*Smoking  and  Health  by  Professor  C.  M.  Fletcher  and  Dr.  D.  Horn.  W.H.O. 
Publication. 
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education  of  this  group  in  the  principles  of  road  safety,  which  could  start 
at  school.  In  1969  7,383  were  killed  on  the  roads  as  compared  with  6,810 
in  1968. 

Deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  are  also  continuing  at  a  rate 
which  is  far  too  high,  running  at  over  eight  thousand,  together  with 
injuries  of  approximately  125,000  receiving  hospital  treatment  and  a 
million  and  a  half  with  slight  injuries.  Over  three  quarters  of  the  fatalities 
occur  in  elderly  people  or  in  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  statistics  for  Great  Britain  in  1967  are  given  in  the  chart  below: 


Age-group  [years)  Sex 

-  Total 


Cause  of  Death 

0-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

654- 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

Poisoning 

...  33 

13 

316 

494 

624 

637 

843 

1,480 

Falls  ... 

...  78 

12 

75 

336 

3,906 

1,252 

3,155 

4,407 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Suffocation  and 

...  123 

45 

60 

135 

428 

325 

466 

791 

Choking 

...  526 

7 

71 

74 

64 

421 

321 

742 

Others 

...  114 

38 

115 

89 

133 

288 

201 

489 

Total 

...  874 

115 

637 

1,128 

5,155 

2,923 

4,986 

7,909 

Death  Rate* 

...  18.8 

1.5 

3.0 

8.5 

77.5 

11.2 

18.1 

14.8 

*  Deaths  per  100,000  population 


The  following  notes  have  been  published  in  the  Home  Safety  Journal 
(a  publication  of  R.O.S.P.A.)  in  July  1970,  and  are  acknowledged  with 
thanks. 


Comparative  Figures  for  5  Years  1963-1967 

The  annual  figures  of  home  accident  fatalities  in  Great  Britain  for 
the  five  years  1963-67,  analysed  according  to  cause,  are  given  in  the 
following  table: 


Cause  of  Death 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Poisoning  ... 

2,124 

1,782 

1,697 

1,719 

1,480 

Falls 

4,830 

4,641 

4,538 

4,660 

4,407 

Burns  and  Scalds 

1,058 

886 

872 

951 

791 

Suffocation  and  Choking 

792 

896 

900 

812 

742 

Others 

495 

441 

480 

441 

489 

•••  ••• 

9,299 

8,646 

8,487 

8,583 

7,909 

Home  Accidents — Cause  of  Death 

Falls 

56%  of  total  deaths — in  one  year  (1967)  (4,407  cases) 

89%  of  victims  were  aged  65  or  over 

60%  were  falls  on  one  level,  tripping,  slipping,  stumbling 

25%  were  falls  from  one  level  to  another 

Common  causes  of  falls  on  one  level  are — slipping  on  wet  floors  or 
polished  floors  with  or  without  loose  rugs;  tripping  over  obstacles  or 
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catching  toes  in  floor  coverings  in  poor  repair;  slipping  on  spilt  grease; 
slipping  in  the  bath. 

Common  causes  of  falls  from  one  level  to  another  are — lack  of 
handrails  or  unsteady  banisters  causing  falls  downstairs;  poor  lighting  on 
stairways;  chairs  used  instead  of  household  steps.  Other  falls  of  this 
nature  include  falls  out  of  bed,  out  of  prams  and  highchairs. 

Physical  causes  include  poor  sight,  undue  haste;  illnesses  causing 
heart  or  chest  troubles;  stiff  limbs;  dizziness  caused  by  reaching  up  or 
down  unduly  in  elderly  people. 

Prevention — Risk  of  falls  can  be  reduced  by  maintaining  floor 
surfaces  in  good  repair,  wiping  up  spilt  water  or  grease  immediately; 
being  tidy  about  the  house;  having  safety  rails  by  the  bath;  wearing 
shoes  in  good  repair.  Household  steps  should  always  be  used  to  reach 
high  shelves,  etc.,  window  safety  catches  should  be  used  to  control 
opening  for  the  protection  of  young  children  and  elderly  people.  Beds 
should  not  be  too  high,  or  chairs  too  low  for  easy  use;  extra  handrails  on 
the  wall  side  of  the  stairs  are  helpful.  Safety  harness  should  be  used  in 
prams  and  highchairs. 

Poisoning 

19%  of  all  fatal  home  accidents  in  1  year  (1967) 

43%  of  poisoning  accidents  involved  household  gas  (642  cases) 
57%  involved  drugs,  chemicals  and  all  other  causes  of  poisoning 
(775  cases) 

Common  causes  of  gas  poisoning  are  absentmindedness  in  leaving 
gas  on,  or  partly  lighted,  lack  of  ventilation,  using  wrong  (rubber)  con¬ 
necting  tubing  for  appliances;  bad  installation  or  repair.  The  human 
factor,  carelessness,  is  most  often  the  basic  cause. 

Other  forms  of  poisoning  include  overdoses  of  medicines;  leaving 
medicines  within  reach  of  children;  failure  to  use  medicine  cupboard; 
not  checking  dosage;  taking  internally  lotions,  rubs,  etc.,  designed  only 
for  external  use;  children  eating  cosmetics. 

Domestic  chemicals  such  as  bleach,  disinfectant,  detergent,  pesticides, 
paint  strippers,  antifreeze,  petrol,  paraffin  and  other  fluids  cause  accidents 
to  children,  often  causing  internal  injury. 

Prevention — To  prevent  gas  poisoning  have  any  suspected  leak 
inspected  and  serviced  by  the  Gas  Board;  form  the  habit  of  checking 
that  burners  are  alight;  keep  adequate  ventilation  to  ensure  a  change  of 
air,  never  use  rubber  connecting  tubing,  see  that  gas  geyser  flues  are 
clear  of  obstruction;  tighten  loose  gas  taps  that  can  be  accidentally 
knocked  on. 

To  prevent  medicinal  poisoning — keep  all  medicines  in  a  proper 
medicine  cupboard  (to  British  Standard  Specification);  check  dosage 
every  time;  use  the  5ml.  spoon  for  liquid  medicines;  get  rid  of  surplus 
medicines  by  flushing  down  the  lavatory;  keep  medicines  out  of  the  reach 
of  children;  label  all  containers  clearly;  if  in  doubt  destroy. 

To  prevent  poisoning  from  chemicals — avoid  transferring  to  other 
containers,  especially  those  previously  used  for  food  or  drink;  label 
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clearly;  store  out  of  reach  of  children,  especially  in  garage,  shed  or 
greenhouse;  observe  manufacturers’  warnings  and  instructions. 

Burns  and  Scalds 

10%  of  all  fatal  home  accidents  in  1  year  (1967)  were  burns  and 
scalds  (791  cases) 

Deaths  are  caused  by — falling  into  unguarded  fires;  clothing  catching 
alight;  burns  due  to  houses  catching  fire.  Conflagrations  are  due  to 
chimney  fires,  overturning  oil  heaters,  careless  use  of  smoking  materials 
and  electrical  faults.  Faulty  electric  blankets  can  cause  burns  and 
asphyxia.  Scalding  accidents  are  due  to  hot  liquids — overturning  kettles 
and  saucepans,  bath  water,  washing  and  washing-up  water,  hot  starch, 
and  bursting  hot-water  bottles. 

Prevention — To  prevent  burning  accidents  all  coal  fires  should  have 
fixed  guards  (to  British  Standards  2788  or  3140);  gas,  electric  and  oil 
fires  should  have  integral  guards.  Winter  clothing  should  be  made  of 
pure  wool  (slow  burning),  brushed  nylon,  or  proofed  cotton. 

Clothing  should  never  be  aired  near  unguarded  fires  of  any  kind. 
Care  should  be  taken  when  using  flammable  solvents  for  dry  cleaning,  or 
flammable  adhesives  for  fixing  tiles,  etc.,  in  the  house.  Paraffin  and 
petrol  should  be  stored  in  metal  cans,  and  oil  heaters  filled,  if  possible 
outside  the  house.  Polythene-type  storage  containers  are  increasingly 
popular  and  safe — metal  cans  can  rust  and  therefore  leak. 

To  prevent  scalding  accidents  fill  hot-water  bottles  carefully,  using 
a  thick  protective  cover;  keep  panhandles  and  kettle  spouts  away  from 
the  front  of  the  cooker;  keep  toddlers  out  of  the  kitchen  when 
laundry,  washing  up,  cooking  and  dishing  up  are  in  progress;  turn 
tablecloths  under  to  prevent  toddlers  pulling  hot  liquids  off  the  table. 
When  using  water  for  bathing  and  washing  always  run  cold  water  before 
hot. 


Suffocation  and  Choking 

These  accidents  account  for  over  9%  of  all  fatal  home  accidents  • 
In  one  year  (1967)  there  were  742  deaths.  Two  thirds  of  these  were  by 
inhalation  and  ingestion  of  food,  the  rest  from  suffocation  in  cots  and 
cradles.  Children  under  5  years  accounted  for  71%  of  all  cases  of  suffoca¬ 
tion  and  choking. 

Prevention — To  prevent  suffocation  and  choking  never  ''  prop-feed  ” 
infants;  ensure  adequate  rubbing  of  the  baby’s  back  to  bring  up  wind 
before  putting  down  to  sleep.  Keep  talcum  powder  (which  can  clog  the 
lungs)  away  from  babies,  and  if  a  sponge  is  used  for  washing  see  that  it  is 
too  large  and  firm  to  be  put  in  baby’s  mouth.  Keep  plastic  bags  out  of 
the  reach  of  children;  never  use  a  pillow  for  a  baby  under  twelve  months 
old,  remove  bibs  before  putting  a  baby  down  to  sleep,  and  use  a  net  to 
prevent  pets  getting  into  cots  or  prams. 

Other  Risks 

In  one  year  (1967)  489  people  died  from  other  accidental  causes; 
these  included  75  drowning  fatalities  in  baths,  garden  ponds,  etc.,  27  from 
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accidents  with  firearms;  70  from  electrocution  and  20  from  foreign  bodies 
in  orifice. 

Electrical  Accidents 

Due  to  amateur  installations  and  repairs,  faulty  flex  and  plugs, 
misuse  of  domestic  appliances,  unearthed  plugs,  open  sockets  where  there 
are  children,  also  unguarded  electric  fires,  touching  electrical  appliances 
with  wet  hands.  Taking  electrical  apparatus  into  the  bathroom,  filling 
electric  kettles  without  first  disconnecting  are  also  dangerous  practices. 

The  Human  Factor  in  Accidents 

Every  home  accident  involves  a  clash  between  a  human  being  and 
something  in  the  home  environment,  in  which  the  human  being  sustains 
injury.  Accidents  are  more  likely  to  happen  when  people  are  ill,  emo¬ 
tionally  upset,  depressed,  or  under  physical  strain. 

Bodily  conditions  which  may  cause  risk  are  poor  sight,  failure  of  the 
sense  of  smell,  tendency  to  dizziness;  weakened  muscles,  epilepsy, 
arthritic  heart  conditions,  the  lack  of  co-ordination  of  toddlers,  slowing 
down  of  reaction  in  old  age. 


Births — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  407 
(198  males,  209  females)  as  compared  with  396  in  1968,  thus  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  21.9  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  22.2  in 
1968.  The  following  table  shows  a  birth  rate  for  the  quinquennium, 
1965-1969  together  with  the  other  rates  for  comparison. 


Birth  Rates,  1965-1969 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Towcester  R.D.  ...  19.7 

19.8 

20.3 

22.2 

21.9 

Administrative  County  18.8 

18.54 

18.0 

18.80 

18.10 

England  and  Wales  ...  18.1 

17.7 

17.2 

16.9 

16.3 

The  local  birth  rate,  when  modified  by  the 

application  of  the  area 

comparability  factor  of  1.09,  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  23.9  as  compared 
with  16.3  for  England  and  Wales.  The  ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate 
to  national  rate  being  1.46. 

Stillbirths — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  8,  as  compared 
with  5  in  1968.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  19.0  per  thousand  total 
live  and  still  births. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate — 28  illegitimate  live  births  (17  males,  11 
females)  were  registered  as  compared  with  27  in  1968.  This  number  gives 
a  rate  of  7.0  per  cent  live  births  as  compared  with  7.11  for  the  County. 

Infant  Mortality — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  4.  The  rate  per  thousand  related  live  births  was 
10.0  which  is  lower  than  the  national  rate  of  18.0. 
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Deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  Live  Births 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Towcester  R.D. 

12.4 

11.0 

9.0 

15.1 

10.0 

Administrative  County 

16.8 

16.0 

18.0 

19.0 

16.0 

England  and  Wales  ... 

19.0 

19.0 

18.3 

18.0 

18.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  numbered  4 

giving  a 

rate  of 

11.0  per 

thousand  legitimate  live  births. 

No  illegitimate  infant  death  was  recorded. 


Neo-Natal  Mortality — Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  amounted  to 
3,  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  total  live  births  of  7.0.  Deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  amounted  to  2. 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  total  10,  giving  a 
perinatal  mortality  rate  of  24.0  per  thousand  total  live  and  still  births. 


Maternal  Mortality — No  death  was  recorded. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities — The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  diseases  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  is  in  the 
charge  of  Dr.  L.  Hoyle.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk, 
food  and  ice-cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle  whose  services  are 
invaluable  to  the  district  particularly  since  the  establishment  of  the  new 
abattoir  has  greatly  increased  the  number  of  specimens  of  diseased  meat 
which  need  to  be  examined  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ambulance  Facilities — This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Council.  The  ambulance  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Towcester  and  the 
drivers  and  attendants  are  recruited  locally. 

Hospitals — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease 
cases  which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodated  by  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital  Northamp¬ 
ton,  which  is  under  the  management  of  the  Northampton  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  There  is  one  small  private  nursing  home  in  the 
district  catering  specially  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Clinics — Infant  welfare  centres  are  held 
at  Towcester,  Deanshanger,  Potterspury,  Old  Stratford,  and  Silverstone 
and  the  mobile  clinic  attends  at  Abthorpe,  Blakesley,  Blisworth,  Bradden, 
Cold  Higham,  Greens  Norton,  Grimscote,  Litchborough,  Maidford, 
Pattishall,  Slapton,  Wappenham,  Weston  and  Woodend.  Transport 
facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  for  mothers  and  children  to  attend  clinics  at  a  nearby  centre. 

Nursing  in  the  Home,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors  Services — ^The 
whole  of  the  district  is  covered  by  these  services  either  by  the  district 
nurses  or  the  health  visitors. 

The  Home  Help  Service — This  essential  service  is  operated  by  the 
County  Council  in  all  parishes  of  the  district  for  domiciliary  and  maternity 
cases  where  considered  necessary  and  especially  for  the  care  of  old  people 
in  order  that  they  can  be  allowed  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  rather 
than  be  removed  to  an  institution. 

Care  and  After-Care  Service — The  County  Council  provide  a  number 
of  facilities  in  respect  of  the  crippled,  aged  persons,  diabetics  and  the 
mentally  ill.  They  are  also  responsible  for  the  preventive  services  against 
tuberculosis. 

National  Assistance  Acts — ^The  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Council. 
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Instant  renaoval  of  urgent  cases  can  now  be  obtained  on  the  joint  certificate 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a  general  practitioner.  This  pro¬ 
cedure  makes  it  unnecessary  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  until  three  weeks  after  the  removal.  Action  under 
this  Act  was  found  necessary  in  one  case  during  the  year. 

The  Council  are  also  responsible  in  certain  circumstances  for  the 
burial  or  cremation  of  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  who  has 
been  found  dead  in  the  district.  Two  such  burials  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

Welfare  of  the  aged — The  following  provide  services  for  old  people: 

1.  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner  Service 

2.  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

(i)  District  Nurses 

(ii)  Health  Visitors 

(iii)  Home  Help  Service.  The  Home  Help  Service  is  of  inestimable 

value  in  the  prevention  of  breakdown  in  the  aged,  and  many 
are  able  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  who  would  otherwise 
have  to  be  removed  to  institutions.  Several  old  people  were 
kept  under  observation  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  Welfare  Department 

(i)  Part  III  accommodation  and  homes 

(ii)  Special  Services  for  the  Blind,  etc.,  and  home  fittings  where 

necessary. 

3.  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
Financial  help  where  necessary. 

4.  The  District  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  flats,  and  in  some  cases  flatlets  with  Warden 
supervision. 

5.  Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  many  and  services  vary  in  different  areas.  They  include 
holiday  schemes  in  which  old  people  are  taken  on  seaside  holidays  in 
off-season  times;  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs;  “  Meals  on  Wheels  ” 
Service;  the  Home  Visiting.  The  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service 
very  often  undertakes  many  of  the  above  duties,  while  in  other  areas 
local  voluntary  committees  run  the  various  organisations.  The  Rural 
Communities’  Council,  together  with  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee, 
provide  co-operation  between  the  various  services. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  having  a  special  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  aged,  and  by  virtue  of  her  appointment  both  to  the  District  and 
the  County  Council,  and  by  her  relationship  with  other  medical  colleagues, 
endeavours  to  fulfil  the  function  of  co-operation  and  co-ordination  between 
these  many  agencies.  Many  cases  of  breakdown  can  be  prevented  by 
early  application  of  these  services. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply — Extraction  from  the  River  Ouse  near  Buckingham 
enables  water  to  be  supplied  to  the  whole  of  the  district  after  storage  and 
processing  at  Foxcote.  One  large  storage  reservoir  at  Maidford  and 
balancing  reservoirs  at  Tiffield,  Field  Burcote  and  Paulerspury  have,  until 
recently,  made  it  possible  to  maintain  sufficient  water  at  all  times  for 
domestic,  agricultural  and  industrial  purposes.  The  rapid  increase  in 
consumption,  however,  has  necessitated  the  laying  of  a  new  supply  main 
to  link  the  southern  part  of  the  distribution  system  with  one  of  the  Bucks 
Water  Board’s  alternative  supplies. 

Although  public  mains  are  within  easy  reach  of  most  buildings  and 
agricultural  holdings  in  the  district,  there  are  still  private  supplies  being 
maintained  on  a  number  of  farms  and  private  estates.  The  unreliability 
of  the  quality  (and  in  one  major  instance  the  quantity)  of  these  supplies 
has  been  previously  commented  upon  and  the  only  effective  control  which 
is  being  exercised  is  that  resulting  from  bacteriological  analysis  of  samples 
taken  at  intervals  and  submitted  by  the  public  health  inspectors. 

During  the  year  26  samples  from  9  private  supplies  yielded  results 
categorised  as  8  good,  one  suspicious  and  17  bad,  the  latter  containing 
pollution  of  faecal  origin.  Action  taken  by  the  health  department 
resulted  in  two  of  the  supplies  being  permanently  closed  and  connections 
made  to  the  public  mains,  adjustments  being  made  to  existing  sterilising 
equipment  in  one  instance,  the  provision  of  new  sterilising  equipment  in 
another  and  the  chemical  treatment  of  mains  and  storage  equipment  in 
the  case  of  one  of  the  largest  private  supplies  in  the  district. 

Seven  samples  of  water  from  the  public  mains  were  also  submitted 
by  the  health  department  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  all  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  The  Bucks  Water  Board — the  Statutory  Undertakers — 
themselves  examined  150  samples  of  the  water  entering  the  Towcester 
rural  district  from  the  Foxcote  plant  and  all  but  two  were  satisfactory. 
The  presence  of  coliform  organisms  was  detected  in  the  case  of  the  two 
samples  but  proved  to  be  satisfactory  after  re-sampling. 

The  total  consumption  of  water  from  the  water  board  mains  in  the 
district  during  1969  was  384,423,000  gallons.  This  exceeds  the  consump¬ 
tion  for  1968  by  more  than  47  million  gallons  a  figure  which  is  considerably 
more  than  one  would  expect  from  an  estimated  population  increase  of  730 
persons  particularly  as  no  sewerage  schemes  were  introduced  during  the 
year.  On  the  basis  of  this  total  consumption  and  of  the  estimated 
mid-year  population,  the  use  of  water  from  the  public  mains  for  all 
purposes  i.e.  domestic,  agricultural  and  industrial,  is  now  57  gallons  per 
head  per  day.  This  represents  a  very  substantial  increase  over  the 
comparable  figures  for  each  of  the  two  previous  years  when  the  per 
capita  consumption  was  51  gallons. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  reason  for  the  high  consumption 
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per  head  figure  and  it  leaves  one  to  wonder  whether  the  population  of 
the  district  has  been  rather  under  estimated  particularly  as  the  figure 
does  not  take  into  account  that  part  of  the  population  served  from  private 
supplies. 

Each  occupied  house  in  the  district  has  now  been  provided  with  a 
piped  supply  on  the  premises  whether  the  source  be  the  public  mains  or  a 
private  well  etc.  The  public  water  supply  has  a  natural  fluoride  content 
of  0.2  p.p.m.,  is  fairly  hard  and  not  plumbo  solvent.  Chemical  analysis 
of  some  of  the  private  supplies  have  also  indicated  a  high  degree  of 
hardness  accompanied  by  lack  of  plumb o-solvency.  The  results  of  a 
chemical  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  public  mains  is 
reproduced  below: 

THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 

Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  Water  received  from 
Towcester  Rural  District  Council 
taken  from  75  Leys  Road,  Pattishall 

Chemical  Results  in  Milligrams  per  litre  (ppm) 

Appearance:  Very  faint  opalescence  with  a  slight  deposit. 

Microscopical  Examination:  Mineral  and  traces  of  organic  debris. 


Colour  (Hazen) 

8 

Turbidity  (A.P.H.A.  units)  less  than  1 

pH 

7.6 

Odour 

Nil 

Electric  Conductivity 

670 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

12 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

46 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180°C 

480 

Hardness:  Total 

370 

Carbonate 

235 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4.0 

N  on-carbonate 

135 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.00 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

235 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.03 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Iron 

0.12 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

1.0 

Zinc 

Metals :  Copper 

Lead 

0.02 

0.05 

Absent 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

ANALYST’S  REMARKS 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  very  minute  traces.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its 
hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution 
are  not  considered  excessive.  Its  organic  quality  is  of  a  high  standard. 

These  results  indicate  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses.  Due  to  the  hardness  of  this  water,  it  will 
tend  to  deposit  scale  or  “  fur  ”  in  kettles,  etc.,  but  the  results  do  not 
suggest  any  marked  corrosive  characteristics  towards  metals. 

Swimming  Baths — ^The  open-air  pool  at  Cosgrove  Lodge  Park,  which 
is  used  by  the  public,  had  frequent  visits  from  the  health  inspectors  during 
the  season  and  samples  of  the  water  proved  to  be  satisfactory  on  bacterio¬ 
logical  analysis.  Samples  of  water  from  private  pools  in  several  schools 
in  the  district  also  proved  to  be  satisfactory  on  analysis. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage — At  the  time  of  writing  the 
Abthorpe  and  district  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  scheme  is  not  only 
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under  way  but  also  being  carried  out  with  unexpected  rapidity.  The 
villages  of  Abthorpe,  Bradden,  Slapton,  Lois  Weedon,  Wappenham  and 
Weston  should  soon  be  able  to  enjoy  these  amenities  which  other  parishes 
have  been  taking  for  granted  for  some  years.  When  the  scheme  has 
been  completed  the  main  centres  of  population  without  main  drainage 
will  be  Blakesley,  Maidford,  Adstone  and  Woodend.  These  villages  will, 
however,  be  linked  by  a  sewerage  scheme  with  disposal  works  at  Blakesley 
which  the  Council’s  consulting  engineers  have  already  brought  to  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation  for  submission  to  the  Ministry.  The  two 
remaining  villages  of  Grafton  Regis  and  Alderton  have  received  attention 
to  the  extent  of  preparing  a  joint  scheme  which  is  under  consideration  by 
the  Ministry.  All  other  parishes  are  already  sewered  and  the  only  group 
of  dwellings  of  any  consequence  (in  reference  to  size)  to  which  considera¬ 
tion  has  not  yet  been  given  is  that  comprising  the  hamlet  of  Caldecote  in 
the  parish  of  Towcester.  A  scheme  for  dealing  with  properties  bordering 
Daventry  Road,  to  the  north  of  Towcester,  has  already  been  drawn  up 
by  consulting  engineers,  but  following  the  lack  of  co-operation  from 
occupiers  of  certain  industrial  premises,  the  project  was  abandoned.  It 
would  seem  logical  that  a  revival  of  the  latter  would  be  an  opportunity 
for  dealing  with  Caldecote  and  properties  en  route  for  a  combined  scheme 
discharging  into  the  Towcester  sewerage  system.  It  is  important  that 
this  point  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when  contemplating  any 
enlargement  or  redesigning  of  the  Towcester  sewerage  system  or  sewage 
disposal  plant. 

Generally,  therefore,  the  task  of  sewering  all  the  villages  in  the 
district  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  and  barring  any  unforeseen  delays  all 
parishes  should  soon  be  sewered.  Unfortunately,  however,  this  is  not  the 
end  of  the  problem.  Sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  schemes  of  fairly 
recent  origin  are  already  giving  trouble  because  of  overloading.  The 
provision  of  a  new  surface  water  overflow  on  the  Paulerspury  scheme  is  an 
example  and  it  was  fortunate  in  this  instance  that  the  remedy  was 
comparatively  simple.  It  has  been  known  for  some  time  that  the 
Deanshanger  etc.  regional  scheme  had  been  dealing  with  quantities  of 
effluent  far  in  excess  of  the  design  figures.  The  overflow  at  Old  Stratford 
pumping  station  acts  as  a  safety-valve  at  that  point  but  on  other  sections 
of  the  same  scheme  e.g.,  at  Cosgrove  and  Potterspury  where  the  sewers 
become  supercharged  and  cause  flooding  to  nearby  dwellings,  an  easy 
solution  to  the  problem  is  not  available  but  in  common  with  others  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  need  for  the  re-appraisal  of  this  scheme  is  obvious. 

It  is  also  obvious,  from  the  extent  of  the  development  which  has 
occurred  in  recent  years  in  some  parts  of  the  district,  that  there  must  be 
a  need  for  more  sewer  capacity.  Reference  in  this  report  to  the  large 
increase  in  water  consumption  provides  further  evidence  of  greater  flows 
in  the  sewers. 

The  completion  of  the  works  of  sewering  that  area  of  Old  Stratford 
where  the  house  drains  had  hitherto  been  discharging  into  a  disused  canal 
has  resulted  in  an  immediate  improvement  in  the  vicinity.  Since  the 
work  has  been  completed  no  complaints  have  been  received  at  this  office 
from  residents  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  difficulties  previously  ex¬ 
perienced  at  the  White  Bear  Inn,  Towcester  have  now  been  resolved 
by  reconnecting  the  premises  to  the  new  sewer  laid  to  serve  Wood  Burcote. 
In  this  instance  also  no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 
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open  ditches  and  brooks  used  for  domestic  drainage  in  unsewered 
villages  gave  rise  to  the  usual  complaints  but,  as  formerly  emphasised, 
there  is  little  that  can  be  done  with  regard  to  the  abatement  of  such 
nuisances  until  proper  sewerage  systems  are  installed. 

A  considerable  number  of  properties  will  remain  outside  the  effective 
area  of  the  main  drainage  schemes  even  when  the  latter  have  all  been 
completed.  Isolated  buildings,  whether  singly  or  in  groups  will,  in  many 
cases,  be  unable  to  connect  to  the  public  sewers  because  of  the  distance 
or  technical  problems  involved.  Such  properties  must  continue  to  depend 
on  septic  tanks  and  sub-soil  irrigation  systems  for  the  disposal  of  their 
drainage  effluent  and  for  this  reason  it  would  appear  equitable  for  the 
Council  to  make  provision  for  the  emptying  of  these  tanks  as  a  rate-borne 
service. 

Some  190  pail  closets  still  exist  in  those  villages  not  yet  provided  with 
sewers  and  the  Council  maintain  a  weekly  night  soil  collection  to  deal  with 
the  contents  of  the  pails.  On  the  introduction  of  the  new  sewerage 
schemes,  the  need  for  maintaining  vehicles  which  are  employed  in  this 
very  unpleasant  work  will  disappear  but  difficulties  are  expected  to  arise 
where  properties  with  pail  closets  which  depend  on  this  service  remain 
outside  the  scope  of  the  new  sewers. 

Drainage  problems  were  experienced  during  the  year  at  the  Silverstone 
racing  circuit  and  Towcester  racecourse.  Following  the  advice  given  by 
the  chief  public  health  inspector  certain  works  to  the  existing  drainage 
system  and  to  the  water  supply  are  to  be  carried  out  at  the  racecourse 
so  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  trouble.  With  regard  to  the 
Silverstone  circuit  complaints  were  received  by  the  health  department 
from  spectators  present  at  an  international  meeting  concerning  the 
existing  sanitary  accommodation.  It  must  be  stated  in  all  fairness, 
however,  that  this  trouble  occurred  despite  further  efforts  by  the  track 
operators  to  improve  on  the  existing  arrangements.  A  gradual  conversion 
from  the  conservancy  system  to  a  water-borne  system  associated  with  a 
number  of  cesspools  has  been  continuing  over  recent  years  but  it  would 
appear  that  the  point  has  now  been  reached  where  it  will  be  difficult 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  disposal  arrangements  to  keep  pace  with  any 
further  conversions.  The  Council’s  consulting  engineers  have  been 
instructed  to  take  into  consideration,  in  their  survey  of  the  existing 
system  now  being  undertaken,  the  possible  inclusion  of  this  area  into  the 
Silverstone  sewers.  There  is  no  doubt,  if  at  all  possible,  that  this  would 
be  the  best  solution. 


Public  Cleansing — The  Council  have,  by  resolution,  undertaken  the 
collection  of  house  refuse  and  the  emptying  of  septic  tanks  in  the  district. 
A  limited  amount  of  street  scavenging  is  also  undertaken  in  Towcester  at 
weekends. 

All  domestic  premises  have  a  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  carried 
out  according  to  the  following  schedule: 

Monday  Wicken,  Deanshanger,  Old  Stratford,  Cosgrove  and  Yardley  Gobion. 
Tuesday  Potterspury  including  Wakefield  Estate  and  Potterspury  Lodge, 
Paulerspury,  Astcote,  Eastcote,  Dalscote,  Pattishall  including  Cornhill, 
Fosters  Booth,  Cold  Higham,  Grimscote,  Litchborough,  Maidford  and 
Adstone. 
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Wednesday  Silverstone,  Whittlebury,  Wood  Burcote,  Weston  and  Weedon,  Wap- 
penham,  Slapton,  Bradden,  Abthorpe  including  Southfields  Place, 
Grafton  Regis  and  Alderton. 

Thursday  Towcester,  Caldecote,  Hulcote,  Stoke  Bruerne,  Shutlanger  and  Hea- 
thencote. 

Friday  Gayton,  Tiffield,  Blisworth,  Greens  Norton  including  Caswell,  Foxley, 
Seawell  Grounds,  Blakesley,  Woodend  and  Plumpton. 

A  collection  is  made  from  the  kerbside  using  two  rear-loading  fore- 
and-aft  tippers  with  compression  devices  and  capacity  of  35  cubic  yards 
each.  A  similar  but  older  vehicle  of  22  cubic  yards  capacity  is  available 
on  stand-by.  The  Council  has  decided  to  postpone  making  a  decision  on 
the  introduction  of  an  off-the-premises  collection  primarily  because  of  the 
cost  involved.  Such  a  scheme,  if  it  had  been  adopted,  would  have 
certainly  meant  the  use  of  paper  or  polythene  bags  either  in  purpose-made 
stands  or  as  bin-liners  and  one  wonders,  particularly  in  the  light  of  the 
following  observations,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  advantageous  to  give 
consideration  to  the  running  of  a  trial,  preferably  in  the  summer  months 
by  providing  plastic  liners  for  existing  bins  but  retaining  the  kerbside 
collection. 

It  has  been  emphasised  in  previous  reports  that  the  composition  of 
house  refuse,  reflecting  the  changing  pattern  in  living,  has  altered  con¬ 
siderably  in  recent  years.  The  decreasing  use  of  solid  fuels  has  meant 
less  ash  content;  changing  eating  habits  have  resulted  in  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  tins  and  bottles  and  the  revolution  in  packaging  has 
introduced  a  new  element  in  the  shape  of  non-degradable  waste.  Present- 
day  refuse  is,  in  effect,  a  material  composed  mainly  of  paper,  tins,  plastic 
and  rotting  organic  matter  and  nowhere  has  the  change  been  more 
significant  and  troublesome  than  at  the  disposal  point.  Methods  recom¬ 
mended  by  authority  and  hitherto  widely  practised  for  the  disposal  of 
house  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  have  now  been  found  inadequate 
particularly  in  the  summer  months.  Greater  quantities  of  inert  covering 
material  are  required  and  the  large  putrescible  proportion  of  the  refuse 
necessitates  that  the  covering  is  carried  out  without  delay  and  in  shallower 
layers. 

The  smaller  tip  at  Maidford  has  now  been  completely  filled,  covered 
over  with  suitable  soil  and  the  land  has  reverted  into  the  possession  of  the 
owner.  All  the  refuse  is  now  deposited  at  the  central  tip  at  Wood 
Burcote  where  the  refuse  is  dealt  with  as  described  above.  In  the 
summer,  in  particular,  the  refuse  is  covered  over  with  a  minimum  of  delay 
after  tipping  and  this  procedure  has  been  very  successful  in  preventing 
fires  by  spontaneous  combustion  and  the  emission  of  smells  but  complaints 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  nearest  dwellings  with  regard  to  flies  have 
unfortunately  persisted.  Apart  from  the  more  than  adequate  covering 
of  the  refuse,  spraying  is  carried  out  regularly — twice  a  day  during  the 
worst  period — and,  in  particular,  at  the  end  of  each  working  day.  The 
tip  and  its  environs  are  also  treated  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  in  the 
summer  and  the  collectors  are  issued  with  a  supply  of  powder  insecticides 
with  which  they  are  instructed  to  dust  the  refuse  in  the  vehicles  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  collection.  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  further 
steps  can  be  taken  against  flies  except  perhaps  at  the  source  i.e.  at  the 
dustbin.  Plastic  liners,  for  example,  could  contribute  substantially 
towards  the  keeping  of  dustbins  in  a  cleaner  condition  and  thereby 


23 


reducing  the  amount  of  rotting  material  available  for  the  breeding  of 
flies.  The  fact  that  the  plastic  bags  are  closed  at  the  top  before  collection 
should  help  to  prevent  the  further  infestation  and  the  escape  of  flies 
already  in  the  refuse. 

No  byelaws  governing  the  collection  of  house  refuse  are  in  force  in 
the  district.  Householders  are  required  to  carry  out  the  full  bins  to  the 
kerbside  and  return  them  to  the  property  after  emptying.  In  the  case 
of  old  age  or  infirmity  exception  is  made  and  the  bins  are  collected  from 
and  returned  to  the  premises.  The  fact  that  the  Council  does  not  under¬ 
take  to  provide  dustbins  as  a  rate-borne  service  may  give  rise  to  instances 
of  difficulty  should  bin  liners  be  adopted.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  great  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  have  now 
acquired  and  use  at  least  one  dustbin  of  an  accepted  pattern. 

The  Council  have  continued  the  practice  of  the  special  annual 
collection  of  bulky  refuse  from  all  parishes — a  most  valuable  contribution 
to  the  keeping  of  countryside  roads  and  ditches  free  from  rubbish  and 
greatly  appreciated  by  members  of  the  public.  Furthermore,  the  Council 
have  made  provision  at  the  Wood  Burcote  tip,  in  accordance  with  the 
Civic  Amenities  Act,  to  enable  domestic  ratepayers  to  dump  waste 
materials  during  hours  when  entrance  cannot  be  gained  to  the  tip  itself. 
This  facility  does  tend  to  become  misused  to  a  certain  extent  and  to 
present  further  problems  during  the  summer  months  as  regards  fly 
infestation.  Nevertheless,  the  arrangement  is  another  contribution 
towards  the  discouraging  of  indiscriminate  tipping.  Provision  is  also 
made  at  the  tip  for  dealing  with  discarded  and  abandoned  motor  vehicles. 

Trade  refuse  collection  is  not  a  general  service  but  in  a  few  particular 
instances  a  collection  is  made  on  request  and  charged  to  the  occupier  of 
the  premises  concerned.  Trade  refuse  is  allowed  to  be  tipped  at  Wood 
Burcote  during  working  hours  by  prior  arrangement  and  appropriate 
charges  are  made  for  this  facility. 

A  free  annual  service  is  offered  to  the  owner  of  houses  not  served  by 
public  sewers  for  the  servicing  of  their  septic  tanks.  Any  additional 
emptyings  during  the  year  are  charged  for  at  actual  cost. 

Night  soil  collections  dealing  with  pail  closets  in  those  villages  which 
remain  unsewered  are  carried  out  weekly  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
the  number  of  pails  is  gradually  being  reduced  as  has  been  previously 
mentioned  in  this  report. 


Rodent  Control — ^The  Council  discharges  its  obligation  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  by  regular  inspection  and  survey 
of  the  district  for  infestations  by  rats  and  mice.  A  full-time  operator  is 
employed  for  the  purpose  and  the  work  is  carried  out  on  the  basis  of  a 
rota  devised  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  which  covers  contract 
work  by  visits  at  six  week  intervals,  all  sewers  within  an  eighteen  months 
cycle  and  all  other  undertakings  owned  by  the  Council  at  two-monthly 
intervals.  Time  is  allocated  for  dealing  with  any  infestation  which  may 
occur  between  regular  visits  and  also  for  attending  immediately  to  any 
trouble  in  domestic  premises  which  may  become  infested. 

The  refuse  tip  requires  and  receives  special  attention  and  very 
frequent  visits  from  the  operator.  In  fact,  no  rodent  infestation  of  any 
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consequence  has  been  reported  on  the  Council’s  tip  for  some  considerable 
time. 

In  the  private  sector,  the  site  of  the  large  abattoir  (with  its  extensive 
lairages)  and  the  cooked  meats  factory  within  its  boundaries  receive  a 
weekly  survey  and  inspection.  The  proximity  of  the  Council’s  sewage 
disposal  works  makes  it  even  more  necessary  than  ever  to  maintain  extra 
vigilance  in  this  particular  neighbourhood. 

Domestic  premises  are  treated  free  of  charge  but  trade  premises  are 
required  to  reimburse  the  Council  for  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  to 
which  10%  is  added  for  administration.  Alternatively,  they  may  take 
advantage  of  an  annual  contract  service  which,  at  the  moment,  is  being 
used  for  dealing  with  15  farms,  the  private  abattoir,  a  public  pleasure 
park,  two  industrial  premises  and  a  private  school. 

During  the  year  the  health  department  co-operated  in  the  joint  rat 
campaign  sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
in  the  counties  of  Rutland,  Northamptonshire  and  Leicestershire.  Em¬ 
phasis  was  laid  on  the  large  scale  baiting  of  farms  and  similar  premises 
and  following  a  great  deal  of  publicity  and  preparation  the  actual  work 
commenced  on  the  24th  November,  1969.  The  results  indicated  a  large 
degree  of  success.  The  steering  committee  mainly  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  campaign  has  now  been  replaced  by  a  number  of  separate 
divisional  areas  and  the  Council  is  represented  on  the  local  committee 
(comprising  Daventry  and  Towcester)  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector 
and  a  member  of  the  Council. 

Disinfection — Terminal  disinfection  is  no  longer  recognised  as  being 
necessary  in  the  case  of  the  commoner  infectious  diseases  but  is  still 
carried  out  on  request.  Premises,  in  such  instances,  are  dealt  with  by 
gaseous  or  liquid  disinfectants — clothing  or  bedding  being  treated  at  the 
same  time.  The  Council  has  no  facilities  of  its  own  to  deal  with  articles 
which  may  need  steam  disinfection. 

Disinfestation — Insects — Several  complaints  relating  to  swarming 
flies  were  dealt  with  in  the  spring  and  autumn  of  the  year.  Many  of  the 
complaints  were  in  respect  of  situations  not  previously  affected — a  fact 
which  must  hold  some  significance  not  yet  appreciated  particularly  as 
each  of  the  houses  involved  was  new  or  of  fairly  recent  construction. 
The  immediate  infestation  can  usually  be  controlled  by  the  use  of  aerosol 
or  fume  insecticide  but  in  a  few  persistent  cases  it  has  not  yet  been  found 
possible  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  infestation  the  following  year. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  measures  taken  by  the  health 
department  to  deal  with  flies  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  Fly  control 
on  refuse  tips  is  generally  recognised  as  being  a  difficult  operation  but 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  most  difficult  aspect  of  the  problem  is  the 
prevention  of  re-infestation  following  the  tipping  of  each  fresh  load  of 
refuse.  Nevertheless,  the  measures  taken  at  Wood  Burcote  keep  the  fly 
population  to  a  minimum  and  although  complaints  are  still  being  received 
the  presence  of  flies  on  the  tip  is  for  most  of  the  time  hardly  perceptible. 

Several  infestations  of  other  insects  were  successfully  dealt  with 
including  fleas,  cockroaches,  ants  and  a  considerable  number  of  wasps’ 
nests. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 — The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  register  in 
1969  including  power  and  non-power  factories  and  works  of  building  and 
engineering  construction  was  107.  Three  outworkers  were  notified  as 
operating  in  the  district  during  the  year  under  Class  1  occupation  relating 
to  the  clothing  industry  and  the  premises  in  each  case  were  considered  to 
be  satisfactory.  Details  of  inspections  etc.  are  to  be  found  in  a  subsequent 
table. 

Office,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  — Current  registrations 
under  this  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalled  85.  Included  in  this  figure 
are  two  new  registrations  but  the  total  remains  the  same  following  two 
cancellations  of  previous  registrations.  As  the  subsequent  list  indicates, 
76  of  these  premises  received  101  visits  between  them  during  the  year  for 
all  purposes. 

No  accidents  were  reported  nor  overcrowding  found  in  the  course  of 
these  inspections  but  the  attention  of  occupiers  of  premises  was  drawn  to 
a  number  of  minor  contraventions  and  five  informal  notices  served 
concerning  cleanliness,  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  lack  of  first-aid  kits. 

Moveable  Dwellings — Four  licences  issued  under  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960  are  in  force  in  the  district  in 
respect  of  separate  sites  for  single  caravans.  There  are  no  local  authority 
sites  but  four  private  multiple  sites  have  been  licensed— three  for  per¬ 
manent  residential  and  one  for  holiday  caravans  respectively. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  be  aware  of  the  presence  of  the  two  permanent 
residential  sites  at  Towcester  despite  the  fact  that  one  is  moderately  well 
laid  out.  Planning- wise  the  sites  (which  are  in  different  ownership)  leave 
much  to  be  desired  particularly  as  they  are  contiguous  and  near  the 
centre  of  housing  development.  Both  sites  are  liable  to  flooding  from 
the  nearby  brook  and  although  one  of  the  sites  is  able  to  provide  most  of 
the  public  services  to  some  degree  the  other  is  very  poorly  equipped  as 
regards  essential  services.  Many  of  the  caravans  on  both  sites  are 
tenanted  and  complaints  are  continually  being  received  from  the  occupiers 
because  of  the  high  rents,  lack  of  amenities  and  of  cleanliness  in  the 
communal  toilet  blocks.  Many  of  the  complaints  were  justified  but  some 
are  prompted  by  the  hope  that  complaining  will  help  to  speed  up  the 
allocation  of  a  Council  house. 

The  serious  flooding  which  occurred  in  August  emphasised  the 
shortcomings  of  these  permanent  residential  sites  to  an  even  greater  degree 
than  had  hitherto  been  appreciated  and  the  chief  public  health  inspector 
has  now  made  a  report  to  the  Council  in  which  all  aspects  of  the  subject 
have  been  set  out.  It  is  strongly  felt  that  some  positive  action  is  required 
with  regard  to  the  future  of  these  two  sites. 

The  licence  capacities  of  these  sites  are  40  and  36  caravans  respective¬ 
ly  and  the  majority  of  those  persons  who  are  not  owner/occupiers  are 
simply  waiting  until  they  are  re-housed.  In  any  instances  where  re¬ 
housing  takes  place  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  caravans  being 
re-tenanted. 

The  permanent  residential  site  at  Blisworth  has  a  capacity  of  96 
caravans  and  from  a  planning  aspect  is  better  situated  than  those  already 
described.  Moreover,  the  site  is  provided  with  a  fairly  comprehensive 
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system  of  foul  drainage  thus  making  it  possible  for  internal  amenities  to 
be  provided  at  each  standing.  The  site  ownership  has  recently  changed 
and  the  site  is  in  the  process  of  being  reorganised.  Several  “  mobile 
homes  ”  have  already  been  installed  and  many  of  the  smaller  trailer-type 
caravans  removed.  The  new  owners  have  also  submitted  plans  for  the 
installation  of  new  pumping  equipment  for  the  lifting  of  sewage  from  a 
low-lying  part  of  the  site  to  the  public  sewer  and  the  area  is  being  improved 
generally. 

In  addition  to  the  holiday  caravan  site  at  Cosgrove,  the  use  of  which 
is  restricted  to  the  period  1st  April-31st  October  (the  licence  capacity  of 
which  is  180  caravans)  there  is  also  in  force  a  licence  permitting  the  use 
of  1.6  acres  for  tents  on  land  contained  within  the  boundaries  of  the  same 
pleasure  park.  Ample  conveniences  and  other  amenities  are  readily 
available  for  the  campers  and  again,  as  in  the  case  of  the  holiday  caravans, 
the  use  of  the  land  is  restricted  to  the  same  period  of  any  year. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 — This  Act  makes  it 
incumbent  upon  any  person  boarding  cats  and  dogs  to  obtain  a  licence 
from  the  local  authority.  The  express  purposes  of  the  Act  is  the  safe¬ 
guard  of  the  welfare  of  the  animals — the  question  of  any  loss  of  amenity 
to  neighbouring  properties  can  only  be  dealt  with  under  planning  legisla¬ 
tion  but  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the 
three  premises  licensed  in  the  district.  At  Yardley  Gobion  one  of  the 
premises  is  available  for  use  as  boarding  kennels  and  cattery  and  the 
remaining  two,  at  Towcester  and  Wicken  respectively,  are  used  solely  as 
catteries. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 — Two  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act 
which  again  concerns  itself  solely  with  the  well-being  of  animals  for  sale 
as  pets.  As  in  the  case  of  the  boarding  establishments  the  premises  were 
inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  in  respect  of  any  of  the 
premises. 

Cinemas  and  Halls — The  one  public  cinema  in  the  district  is  of 
modern  construction,  well  heated  and  ventilated  and  possesses  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  facilities  available  at  the  Town  Hall 
remain  unaltered.  Most  village  halls  in  the  district  are  reasonably  well- 
equipped  as  regards  sanitary  accommodation  and  food  preparation. 

Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Premises)  Act,  1937 — The  practical 
aspect  of  this  Act  (as  amended  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961)  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  and  his  staff.  Samples  of 
trade  effluent  for  analysis  are  taken  and  submitted  by  the  health  inspectors 
for  determination  of  chemical  content  in  order  to  ensure  that  discharges 
into  the  public  sewers  do  not  exceed  the  strengths  permitted  by  consents 
issued  under  the  Act.  There  are  five  such  consents  in  force  and  these 
determine  strength,  rate  of  flow,  maximum  discharge  and  payment  for  the 
reception  of  trade  effluent  from  industrial  premises  into  various  public 
sewers.  In  addition,  15  farm  premises  are  permitted  to  discharge  farm 
waste  into  the  public  sewers  for  which  a  gallonage  charge  is  levied. 
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The  Minister's  decision,  largely  in  favour  of  the  Council,  on  the 
appeal  into  the  conditions  of  discharge  of  trade  effluent  from  the  private 
abattoir,  has  now  been  made  known.  The  determination  of  this  prolonged 
dispute  should  now  make  it  possible  to  formulate  new  conditions  of 
discharge  which  can  only  serve  to  improve  the  existing  unsatisfactory 
situation  to  the  benefit  of  both  parties. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  1968 — No  chimneys  remain  in  the  district 
which  serve  solid  fuel  boilers  or  furnaces.  Without  exception,  industrial 
premises  are  using  oil  or  gas  so  it  was  not  surprising  that  no  complaints 
arose  due  to  the  emission  of  dark  smoke.  Nuisance  from  open  fires  on 
industrial  premises  was  experienced  to  a  much  lesser  extent  than  in 
previous  years — probably  because  the  occupiers  had  been  warned  by  the 
health  department  of  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  found  necessary  to  investigate  two  complaints  (which 
were  found  to  be  justified)  of  nuisance  from  open  fires  on  trade  premises. 
The  traders  concerned  were  again  warned  and  no  further  complaints  were 
received. 

Statutory  Nuisances — Complaints  in  this  category  investigated  during 
the  year  and  not  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report  amounted  to  180. 
As  previously  explained,  some  of  the  complaints  were  in  respect  of 
matters  which  were  outside  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Acts — in  most 
cases  matters  suitable  for  private  injunction. 

The  majority  of  complaints  were  in  respect  of  drainage  or  associated 
problems  but  housing  repairs,  accumulations  and  deposits,  lack  of  suf¬ 
ficient  sanitary  accommodation,  smoking  domestic  chimneys  and  alleged 
nuisance  arising  from  agricultural  activities  all  figure  prominently  in  the 
investigations  carried  out  by  the  health  inspectors. 

Unpleasant  odours  resulting  from  the  intensive  rearing  of  stock  of 
all  kinds  on  agricultural  holdings,  is  part  of  the  price  that  has  to  be  paid 
for  the  methods  having  to  be  adopted  to  increase  production  on  farms. 
Complaints  received  from  these  causes  have  been  found,  from  experience, 
to  be  very  difficult  to  deal  with  but  it  has  been  the  fortunate  experience 
of  the  health  department  that  farmers  are  prepared  to  co-operate  by 
taking  all  possible  steps  to  minimise  any  annoyance  to  the  public. 

In  order  to  investigate  the  complaints  regarding  alleged  nuisance, 
320  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  concerned;  one  statutory  and  75 
informal  notices  were  served. 

Noise  complaints  received  related  to  two  cases  of  barking  dogs  and  in 
both  instances  it  was  decided  that  the  remedy  lay  in  private  injunction. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 — ^The  public  health  department 
attends  to  the  registration  of  these  premises  and  carries  out  any  necessary 
inspections  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  whether  any  premises  are  used 
for  the  storage  of  scrap  metal.  During  1969  three  premises  were  registered 
for  this  purpose. 

Petroleum  Storage  Licences — The  number  of  premises  in  the  district 
during  the  year  licensed  to  store  petroleum  or  petroleum  mixtures  was 
79.  Following  a  comprehensive  review  of  these  licensed  premises  it 
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pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  but  three  now  conforrn  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Home  Office’s  Code  of  Principles  issued  in  1968  and 
now  embodied  in  the  Council’s  licence  conditions.  The  exceptions  have 
not  yet  obtained  a  certificate  from  an  electrical  engineer  to  the  effect 
that  the  electrical  installation  is  in  accordance  with  the  licence  conditions. 
If  these  are  not  forthcoming  by  the  licence  renewal  date  then  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  a  report  to  the  Council.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  the 
course  of  checking  the  electrical  installations  many  faults  were  found 
which  have  now  been  rectified.  In  addition,  the  compulsory  recording 
of  tank  contents  as  required  under  the  new  code  has  been  successful  in 
detecting  a  serious  leakage  in  one  petrol  storage  tank  which  was 
immediately  taken  out  of  service.  The  latter  was  rendered  harmless  in 
the  manner  that  all  discarded  tanks  in  the  district  are  dealt  with  and  it 
is  considered  that  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  new  licence  conditions  has 
proved  its  worth  by  the  discovery  of  this  instance  alone. 

The  only  self-service  station  in  the  district  is  a  note-operated  instal¬ 
lation  in  Towcester  where  latched  nozzles  are  not  permitted.  There  has 
been  no  trouble  experienced  or  complaint  made  with  regard  to  the 
operation  of  this  particular  installation  which  is  subject  to  a  more  stringent 
set  of  licence  conditions  than  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  filling  station. 

Among  other  premises  subject  to  special  licence  conditions  is  the 
Silverstone  motor  racing  circuit  where  pit  refuelling  is  now  permitted 
under  stringent  controls. 

Apart  from  conditions  of  storage,  the  Council  are  required  to  enforce 
the  regulations  controlling  the  conveyance  and  bulk-delivery  of  petroleum 
spirit  and  also  the  conveyance  of  other  inflammable  liquids  which  are 
not  petroleum  based.  The  latter  duty  is  one  that  is  not  widely  known 
and  it  is  a  subject  to  which  the  department  will  probably  have  to  give 
more  attention  in  the  future  particularly  if  the  responsibility  lor  enforcing 
a  new  code  of  practice  (now  being  compiled)  covering  the  storage  of  these 
liquids  falls  upon  the  local  authority. 


29 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  district  has  now  reached 
1,943  including  20  built  at  Blisworth  during  1969.  For  the  reasons 
given  in  the  last  report,  namely,  the  concentration  of  building  operations 
on  land  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Council,  building  has  been  con¬ 
fined  to  Towcester  and  Blisworth.  Further  building  of  local  authority 
houses,  bungalows  and  maisonettes  will  continue  in  the  parishes  during 
1970 — erection  and  site  preparation  work  is  already  proceeding  on  96 
dwellings.  At  the  time  of  writing,  site  works  for  45  dwellings  on  land 
owned  by  the  Council  at  Deanshanger  is  well  under  way. 

The  Council’s  scheme  of  modernisation  for  their  pre-war  houses 
continues  to  be  pursued.  With  the  exception  of  six  Council  houses, 
where  the  work  of  modernisation  has  been  approved  but  not  started,  the 
only  standard  amenities  not  now  available  to  every  other  Council  house 
is  an  indoor  water  closet.  There  are  some  217  houses  where  the  latter 
needs  to  be  installed  and  the  programme  for  this  work  has  been  approved 
by  the  Council  and  actual  operations  have  already  commenced  at 
Blisworth.  The  introduction  of  the  Parker-Morris  standard  has,  however, 
already  out-dated  some  of  the  earlier  modernisations  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  further  improvements  will  subsequently  be  required  to  keep 
pace  with  the  higher  standard  of  amenity  and  accommodation  which  is 
now  expected  to  be  provided. 

In  the  private  sector,  the  number  of  applications  for  grant  approved 
by  the  Council  amounted  to  35 — an  increase  of  five  over  1968.  This 
figure  is  up  to  average  although  one  would  have  expected  that  the  in¬ 
creased  sums  payable  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  would  have  encouraged 
more  owners  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  enhanced  payments.  The 
maximum  grant  now  payable  for  the  five  standard  amenities  is  £200 
which  can  be  increased  to  £450  where  the  bathroom  has  to  be  built-on  or 
a  septic  tank  system  provided.  For  discretionary  grants  the  maximum 
payment  is  now  £1,000  and  this  can  include  up  to  £500  for  repairs  or 
replacements.  Although  the  maximum  might  appear  to  be  generous  it 
has  been  found  in  practice  that  the  type  of  property  now  being  presented 
for  comprehensive  improvement  falls  in  an  older  category  than  hitherto. 
The  cost  of  modernisation  of  this  type  of  building,  especially  when  it 
includes  the  newly  permitted  repairs  and  replacements  allowance,  fre¬ 
quently  approximates  the  cost  of  a  new  house.  Each  application 
therefore  needs  very  careful  consideration  because  one  must  reach  a 
point  where  modernisation  is,  in  effect,  a  virtual  re-building  and  at  this 
level  it  is  felt  that  the  application  is  outside  the  intended  scope  of  the 
Act.  Standard  grants  were  allocated — five  as  to  tenanted  properties 
and  19  owner/occupied.  Discretionary  grants  were  approved  for  three 
tenanted  properties  and  eight  owner/occupied.  From  these  figures  it  is 
obvious  that  owners  are  still  reluctant  to  improve  tenanted  properties 
but  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  despite  the  falling-off  of  the  number  of 
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grant  applications  in  recent  years,  that  530  properties  in  the  district  have 
now  been  modernised  with  the  aid  of  grants. 

The  fact  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  that  several  properties 
have  been  improved  without  grant-aid  and  it  is  estimated,  taking  into 
account  the  100  houses  known  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  expense,  that  less  than  500 
houses  in  the  district  are  now  without  the  provision  of  one  or  more  of 
the  five  standard  amenities.  Nevertheless,  these  are  gradually  being 
dealt  with  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Wappenham  and  District 
sewerage  scheme,  now  being  installed,  will  enable  this  figure  to  be  reduced. 
Similarly,  the  completion  of  the  Blakesley  scheme  should  enable  a  further 
batch  of  these  sub-standard  houses  to  be  improved  and  provided  with  the 
necessary  amenities. 

Five  unfit  houses  were  formally  dealt  with  during  the  year  under 
Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957.  Such  action  resulted  in  the  making  of 
three  demolition  orders  and  two  closing  orders  and  brings  the  number  of 
unfit  houses  in  the  district  dealt  with  since  the  introduction  of  slum 
clearance  by  the  Housing  Act,  1930  to  a  grand  total  of  1,167 — of  these, 
1,027  houses  have  already  been  demolished.  It  has  previously  been 
emphasised  that  less  than  100  unfit  houses,  which  are  likely  to  require 
demolition,  remain  in  the  area  and  these  are  scattered  thinly  over  the 
district.  It  is  intended  that  these  will  be  dealt  with  within  the  next 
three  years  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a  start  has  already  been  made  on 
the  largest  group  which  are  situated  at  Paulerspury.  It  is  anticipated 
by  the  time  that  these  unfit  houses  have  been  dealt  with  that  most  of 
the  sub-standard  houses  will  also  have  been  provided  with  the  basic 
amenities.  For  these  reasons  no  sizeable  group  of  houses  remain  in  the 
district  suitable  for  inclusion  in  an  improvement  area — the  great  majority 
of  houses  already  possess  the  standard  amenities  and  the  new  sewerage 
schemes,  as  already  explained,  should  take  care  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  remainder. 

Six  unfit  houses  which  became  vacant  were  demolished  during  the 
year — one  only  after  tenders  had  been  invited  for  the  purpose  of  action 
in  default.  On  the  other  hand,  four  unfit  houses,  one  subject  to  a  closing 
order  and  three  to  undertakings,  were  made  fit  by  the  owners  and  in 
these  instances  it  was  possible  for  the  Council  to  rescind  the  order  and 
cancel  the  undertakings.  Notices  issued  under  Section  29,  Public  Health 
Act,  1961  were  served  in  three  cases  where  the  Council  imposed  conditions 
for  the  disconnection  and  making  good  of  public  services  and  for  the 
clearing  of  the  sites. 

No  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act  were  issued  during 
the  year  and  no  qualification  certificates  for  fair  rent  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1969  were  applied  for.  Several  enquiries  were  however  dealt  with 
in  connection  with  the  working  of  those  sections  of  the  Act  which  applied 
to  rent  increase. 


Provision  of  new  Housing  Accommodation 

(a)  Permanent  Houses 

Erected  by  Council  pre-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  719 

Erected  by  Council  post-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,224 

Completed  during  1969  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Under  construction  at  31/12/69  ...  ...  ...  96 

Erected  by  private  enterprise  post-war  ...  ...  ...  2,147 

Erected  by  private  enterprise  in  1969  ...  ...  ...  324 
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Unfit  Houses 

Dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses  post-war  to  31/12/69  ...  414 

Dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas  post-war  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas  and  still  occupied  ...  ...  ...  2 

Demolished  since  1945  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  592 

Subject  to  Undertakings  and  Closing  Orders  at  31/12/69  ...  ...  81 

Vacant  and  awaiting  demolition  at  31/12/69  ...  ...  ...  21 

Improvement  Grants 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  improvements  were  completed  by 
31/12/69 

Occupied  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Owner/occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

(b)  Standard  Grants 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  improvements  were  completed  by 
31/12/69 

Occupied  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Owner/occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  233 


32 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply — The  production  and  wholesale  and  retail  distribution 
of  milk  supplies  are  controlled  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1966.  This  Councihs  duties  are  confined  to  the  supervision  of 
retail  distribution  with  the  exception  that  milk-borne  diseases  are  the 
concern  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  all  levels.  Retail  distributors’ 
premises  have  to  be  registered  by  the  Council  of  the  district  in  which 
they  are  situated — there  are  14  such  registrations  in  force  in  the  Towcester 
rural  district.  A  number  of  other  distributors  whose  premises  are  in 
adjoining  districts  also  retail  milk  in  this  area — they  are  entitled  to  do 
so  by  virtue  of  the  registration  of  the  premises  with  the  Council  of  the 
district  where  the  depot  is  situated. 

In  addition  to  the  need  to  register  premises,  producers  and  retailers 
are  required  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  and 
1963  to  be  licensed  for  the  production  or  sale  of  any  of  the  permitted 
grades  of  milk.  Milk  sold  to  the  public  must  fall  in  one  of  three  legal 
categories,  namely,  “  Untreated  ”,  “  Pasteurised  ”  or  ''  Sterilised 
The  designation  ”  Untreated  ”  is  applied  to  raw  milk  bottled  at  the 
place  of  production  and  corresponding  to  the  now  obsolete  designation 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”.  The  remaining  two  designations  now  in  use 
refer  to,  and  are  descriptive  of,  heat-treated  milks.  There  are  no  premises 
in  the  area  carrying  out  such  processes  neither  are  there  any  wholesale 
distribution  depots. 

Dealers  licences  in  force  in  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  and  1963 

Licences  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  ...  12 

Licences  for  sale  of  sterilised  milk  ...  ...  ...  7 

Licences  are  valid  for  five  years,  the  current  licences  expiring  on  the 
31st  December,  1970. 

There  are,  in  addition  to  the  above,  three  producer/retailers  in  the 
area  selling  untreated,  farm-bottled  milk  on  a  small  scale  in  two  villages. 
In  accordance  with  the  Regulations  these  dairymen  are  licensed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  but  samples  of  the  milk  are 
frequently  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  health  inspectors  who 
also  obtain  samples  for  analysis  from  each  of  the  other  retail  distributors. 

The  purpose  of  the  regular  examination  of  milk  samples  is  to  check 
compliance  with  standards  laid  down  in  the  regulations  on  such  matters 
as  the  efficiency  of  heat  treatment,  bacteriological  standards  and  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  production,  and  also  for  the  detection  of  bacteria  of  particular 
diseases  such  as  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis.  Twenty  three  samples  of 
untreated  milk  were  submitted  for  the  methylene  blue  test  (which 
indicates  that  production  and  bottling  have  been  carried  out  in  an 
hygienic  manner)  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory.  Thirteen  samples  of 
pasteurised  milk  all  passed  the  phosphatase  test  indicating  that  the 
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process  of  pasteurisation  was  satisfactory  and  three  samples  of  sterilised 
milk  satisfied  the  turbidity  test  showing  that  the  sterilisation  and  homo¬ 
genisation  process  was  up  to  standard.  Thirty  two  samples  of  milk  were 
submitted  to  the  ring  test  for  brucella,  26  proved  to  be  negative  and  six 
positive.  Further  biological  tests  on  the  latter  turned  out  to  be  negative 
as  was  also  the  case  in  six  biological  tests  for  tubercle. 

It  would  appear  significant  that  the  cases  of  undulant  fever — the 
disease  in  humans  caused  by  brucella  in  cattle — which  have  occurred  in 
the  district  and  become  known  to  the  department  in  the  last  three  years 
have  arisen  from  farms  where  milk  is  produced  not  for  sale  but  for  domestic 
use  only.  For  this  reason  the  sampling  of  milk  for  brucella  is  carried  out 
by  the  health  inspectors  not  only  from  retailers  and  producer /retailers 
but  also  from  wholesale  producers  and  estate  farms — the  latter  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  owners.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  some  official 
action,  although  limited  in  extent,  is  now  being  taken  to  eradicate  this 
disease  through  the  Brucellosis  (Accredited)  Scheme.  In  addition  to  any 
duties  that  may  arise  from  efforts  to  prevent  the  infection  of  milk,  the 
health  department  in  this  district  is  further  involved  in  this  particular 
scheme  because  infected  or  reactor  animals  are  slaughtered  in  the  private 
abattoir  in  the  district  to  which  the  Ministry’s  veterinary  officers  direct 
the  affected  animals.  Investigations  into  cases  of  milk  supplies  showing 
positive  reactions  to  Brucellosis  in  the  laboratory  have  only  served  to 
emphasise,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
situation  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  this  infection  among  cattle. 
The  process  of  sampling  to  isolate  a  reactor  is  prolonged  and  time- 
consuming  but  in  more  than  one  instance  the  health  inspector  has  found 
that  the  reactor  when  eventually  traced  is  merely  sold  out  of  the  herd. 

Two  cases  were  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year 
of  dirty  milk  bottles  following  complaints  from  members  of  the  public. 
In  each  instance  bottles  had  been  processed,  filled  and  sold  outside  the 
area;  warnings  were  issued  in  each  case. 

Food  Premises — Food  premises  in  the  district  which  are  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  are  as 


follows : 

Village  and  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  56 

Greengrocers  and  fruit  shops  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bread  and  confectioners’  shops  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Transport  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cooked  meat  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hotels  with  catering  facilities  ...  ...  ...  5 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Private  Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Wine  and  Spirit  blending  and  bottling  ...  ...  1 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Towcester  Racecourse — restaurants  etc.  ...  ...  7 

Silverstone  Racing  Circuit — restaurants  etc.  ...  4 


Premises  in  the  district  where  food  is  handled  are  visited  as  often 
as  other  duties  allow.  Nevertheless,  it  is  true  to  say  that  this  aspect  of 
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the  public  health  inspector’s  duties,  receives  proportionately  more 
attention  than  any  other.  Those  premises  on  which  the  processes 
involved  carry  the  greatest  risk  of  contamination  are  visited  more  fre¬ 
quently  than  others.  In  the  case  of  the  meat  products  factory,  for 
example,  in  addition  to  a  comprehensive  inspection  which  is  made 
regularly  each  week,  a  number  of  spot  checks  are  carried  out  at  even 
more  frequent  intervals.  Similarly,  at  the  private  abattoir  in  addition 
to  the  supervision  exercised  by  the  meat  inspectors  before  and  during 
slaughtering,  a  regular  check  is  kept  on  the  other  stages  through  which 
the  raw  meat  has  to  pass  before  being  dispatched  for  sale.  This  work  is 
undertaken  by  a  public  health  inspector  and  it  is  obvious,  in  view  of  the 
new  methods  being  introduced  in  the  merchandising  of  raw  meat,  that  he 
will  need  to  devote  even  more  time  to  ensuring  that  any  risk  of  post¬ 
slaughter  contamination  is  eliminated.  It  is  the  regular  practice,  when 
visiting  the  two  establishments  mentioned  above  (and  also  when  visiting 
all  other  food  premises),  for  the  health  inspectors  to  continue  to  emphasise 
and  explain  the  importance  of  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  hygiene 
both  in  personal  cleanliness  and  in  the  use  of  equipment  employed  in  the 
handling  of  food. 

Despite  the  latter,  a  number  of  infringements  of  the  regulations  were 
noted  and,  in  addition  to  verbal  warnings,  23  informal  notices  were 
served  upon  occupiers.  All  food  premises  in  the  district  are  now  equipped, 
where  required,  with  facilities  for  personal  washing  for  food  handlers 
and  also  for  washing  equipment.  Plans  submitted  for  new  shops  etc., 
when  under  consideration  for  Building  Regulations,  are  always  examined 
by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that  the  premises  will  on 
completion  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  gives  an  excellent  opportunity  to  require  the  necessary  equipment 
to  be  installed  before  the  premises  are  put  into  use  and  at  the  same  time 
to  see  that  the  drainage  and  other  services  are  correctly  placed  to  deal 
with  the  processes  and  fittings  to  be  provided.  Experience  has  shown 
that  owners  of  premises  are  very  appreciative  of  such  advice. 

Difficulty  was  however  met  with  in  two  cases  involving  existing 
premises  where  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  being  contravened 
both  by  unsatisfactory  handling  and  also  because  of  the  lack  of  certain 
facilities  and  services.  One  of  the  owners  was  eventually  persuaded  to 
improve  his  buildings  and  install  washing  facilities  etc.,  but  in  the  second 
case  it  was  found  necessary  to  advise  the  Council  to  prosecute.  The 
person  concerned  was  summoned  on  four  cases  in  respect  of  hygienic 
practices,  five  on  requirements  relating  to  food  premises  and  three 
concerning  the  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations.  He  was  found  guilty  on 
all  but  one  of  the  charges  and  fined  £50. 

Samples  of  various  foodstuffs — chiefly  meat  products,  are  submitted 
each  week  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  by  the  health  inspectors  for 
analysis.  During  the  year  227  such  samples  were  examined  eight  of 
which  were  not  of  the  bacteriological  standard  considered  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  for  that  particular  product.  Although  no  statutory  requirements 
are  as  yet  laid  down  for  the  bacteriological  standard  of  such  foods  these 
tests  serve  to  exert  a  quality  control  at  the  production  line  particularly 
where  the  factory  concerned  has  no  facilities  or  staff  able  to  carry  out  its 
own  investigations. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  members 
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of  the  public  concerning  the  condition  of  a  number  of  articles  of  food 
purchased  from  shops  or  vehicles  retailing  in  the  district.  In  one  instance, 
involving  the  sale  of  a  mouldy  cornish  pasty,  a  prosecution  was  instituted 
which  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £15  with  costs  being  imposed  on  the  offending 
firm  which  operated  the  particular  “  mobile  shop  This  company  had 
been  warned  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  on  a  previous  occasion 
of  the  importance  of  ensuring  the  appropriate  rotation  of  stock  and  the 
withdrawal  from  sale  of  perishables  on  passing  the  recommended  “  shelf 
life  Imported  pork  brawn  in  plastic  cartons  and  bottled  mussels  were 
also  subject  to  lengthy  correspondence  between  the  chief  public  health 
inspector,  importers  and  manufacturers  over  the  question  of  shelf  life 
and  conditions  in  transit.  In  both  cases  the  exchanges  resulted  in 
precautions  being  adopted  which  should  result  in  improvement  in  keeping 
quality. 

For  the  first  time  ever  complaints  were  received  by  the  department 
regarding  the  spraying  of  crops  from  the  air  with  organo-phosphorus 
insecticides.  However,  six  samples  of  hay  from  a  field  adjoining  that 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  spraying  proved  on  analysis  to  be  free  from 
any  such  compounds. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection — The  owner  of  the  small  private 
slaughterhouse  at  Potterspury  did  not  renew  the  licence  which  expired 
on  the  30th  June.  The  slaughter  of  animals  has  not  been  carried  out  on 
these  premises  for  over  twelve  months  and  in  its  present  condition  the 
slaughterhouse  falls  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  regulations.  Unless 
this  work  is  carried  out  and  the  licence  applied  for  before  June,  1970  then 
the  licence  lapses  and  cannot  be  renewed  by  the  local  authority. 

The  continuing  increase  in  throughput  at  the  large  private  abattoir 
resulted  in  a  total  kill  for  the  year  111,927  units — the  Council  recovered 
£4,700  in  meat  inspection  fees  from  the  owner.  Details  of  the  numbers 
of  animals  slaughtered  can  be  seen  in  a  subsequent  table. 

Apart  from  the  extra  supervision  needed  to  ensure  that  hygienic 
conditions  are  maintained  throughout  the  premises,  the  increase  in 
slaughtering  has  meant  that  the  health  department  has  had  more  than 
4,000  extra  carcases  to  inspect.  Many  practical  and  administrative 
difficulties  have  been  encountered  because  the  increased  throughput  is 
being  attempted  without  increasing  the  space  available  in  which  the 
work  has  to  be  undertaken.  These  difficulties  in  turn  create  a  situation 
whereby  the  meat  inspectors  are  often  unable  to  cope  except  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  with  the  increased  rate  of  throughput.  A  new  depart¬ 
ment  is  now  in  the  course  of  erection  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the 
“  cryovac  ”  process  to  the  packing  of  meat  for  wholesale  distribution. 
This  should,  in  the  early  stages,  help  to  relieve  the  congestion  in  the 
slaughterhouse  but  if  sales  escalate  to  any  extent  because  of  this  new 
method  of  merchandising  (or  for  any  other  reasons)  the  situation  is  going 
to  become  critical  as  far  as  meat  inspection  is  concerned.  The  attention 
of  the  management  has  been  drawn  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  the 
possible  consequences  of  expansion  without  sufficient  planning.  A 
recent  meeting  between  the  chief  public  health  inspector  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  should  however  result  in  improvements  being  carried  out  which 
should  contribute  to  a  solution  of  the  problems  that  are  likely  to  arise. 
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It  has  already  been  rnentioned  that  the  private  abattoir  is  the 
officially  recognised  reception  centre  for  the  slaughter  of  reactors  from 
herds  registered  under  the  Brucellosis  (Accredited)  Scheme.  A  copy  of 
the  statutory  form  issued  by  the  Ministry’s  veterinary  officer  is  passed  to 
the  chief  public  health  inspector  who  is  able  to  alert  the  meat  inspector. 
Such  animals  have  to  be  isolated  in  the  lairage,  the  udder  etc.  auto¬ 
matically  condemned  and  the  remainder  of  the  carcase  and  organs  have 
particular  attention  for  possible  post  mortem  signs  of  the  disease.  Finally, 
the  vehicles  carrying  the  live  animals  have  to  be  properly  cleaned  before 
leaving  the  premises. 


Condemned  Meat  etc. — Although  the  department  has  always  exercised 
close  supervision  on  the  removal  and  disposal  of  waste  and  condemned 
meat  from  the  abattoir,  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Meat  Sterilisation 
Regulations,  1969  has  imposed  much  more  stringent  conditions  on  the 
method  of  removal  from  the  slaughterhouse  of  meat  which  is  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Bovine  livers  affected  with  fluke  have  for  some 
years  been  collected  in  a  manner  and  by  the  use  of  a  vehicle  which  already 
complied  with  the  regulations.  Such  removal  now  requires,  in  addition, 
certification  by  the  chief  public  health  inspector  as  the  authorised  officer. 

After  consultations  with  colleagues  in  neighbouring  districts  and  with 
representatives  of  a  firm  dealing  in  animal  waste  disposal,  a  scheme  was 
evolved  complying  with  the  regulations  in  the  removal  of  condemned 
meat  to  a  processing  plant  in  another  area. 

As  can  be  seen  from  a  subsequent  table  the  amount  of  condemned 
meat  dispatched  from  the  abattoir  was  quite  substantial — it  is  understood 
to  be  considerably  in  excess  of  the  quantity  sent  from  any  other  similar 
establishment  in  this  part  of  the  Midlands.  The  working  of  this  scheme 
has  not  been  altogether  smooth  and  on  several  occasions  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  reprimand  both  the  slaughterhouse  owners  and  the 
waste  disposal  firm.  The  latter  also  collect  blood  from  the  premises — 
another  process  which  at  present  is  far  from  ideal  but  which  it  is  hoped 
to  improve  in  the  very  near  future. 

During  the  year  it  was  also  found  necessary  to  condemn  bovine 
livers  arriving  at  the  abattoir  (in  times  of  shortage)  from  a  slaughterhouse 
in  another  county.  These  were  found  to  be  affected  with  fluke  and  on 
subsequent  investigation  were  found  to  have  been,  due  to  some  mis¬ 
understanding,  wrongly  released.  The  necessary  action  was  taken  and 
the  public  health  department  of  the  district  of  origin  of  the  livers  were 
informed. 

The  quantity  of  other  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the 
public  health  inspectors  is  also  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  table.  This 
is  removed  before  a  condemnation  note  is  handed  over  and  taken  to  the 
Council’s  tip  for  burial. 


Ice-cream — 74  premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  under  Section  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  All  ice-cream 
sold  from  these  premises  is  pre-packed,  and  in  each  case  the  ice-cream 
is  stored  in  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets,  complying 
with  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1959. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
Notification  of  food  poisoning  and  infectious  diseases 


All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  disease  and 
food  poisoning  are  in  Sections  47  to  49  of  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act,  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
1968. 

The  infectious  diseases  to  be  notified  to  the  niedical  officer  of  health 

are: 


Acute  Encephalitis 
Acute  Meningitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 

Dysentery  (Amboebic  or 
Bacillary) 

Food  Poisoning 
Infective  Jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 


Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus 

Whooping  Cough 
Yellow  Fever 


Since  1968  notification  of  the  diseases  listed  below  is  no  longer 
required: 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 

Acute  rheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 

Responsibility  for  notifying  a  case  or  suspected  case  of  food  poisoning 
or  infectious  disease  rests  exclusively  on  the  medical  practitioner  attending 
the  patient  unless  he  believes  that  another  practitioner  has  already 
notified  the  case. 

There  was  a  further  decrease  in  infectious  diseases  notifications  from 
144  last  year  to  59  this  year.  Scarlet  fever  notifications  totalled  8  as 
compared  with  8  last  year. 

Measles — ^There  were  44  cases,  the  majority  occurring  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  This  highly  infective  illness  from  which  few  individuals 
escape  has  its  incidence  almost  exclusively  during  childhood.  It  usually 
follows  a  biennial  incidence,  with  high  numbers  occurring  in  alternate 
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years.  The  course  of  the  illness  is  almost  invariably  benign,  but  com¬ 
plications  which  include  otitis  media,  pneumonia,  eye  infections  and  very 
occasionally  encephalitis  do  occur,  and  the  illness  itself  is  often  severe. 
Complications  can  be  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  many  antibiotics  which 
are  now  available,  but  these  drugs  are  themselves  not  all  without  side 
effects,  are  expensive  and  involve  medical  supervision.  An  effective 
measles  vaccine  has  now  been  developed  and  this  was  available  for  general 
use  during  the  course  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  in  future  years 
measles  in  common  with  poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  will  be  virtually 
eradicated. 

Whooping  Cough — No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
majority  of  children  are  now  immunised  to  this  disease  but  the  immunisation 
while  not  providing  full  protection  nevertheless  usually  results  in  a  milder 
illness  with  fewer  complications  and  a  shorter  duration  of  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever — 8  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  to 
exhibit  its  mild  phase.  The  principal  interest  in  its  notification  is  that 
it  gives  some  indication  of  the  degree  of  streptococcal  infection  in  the 
cornmunity. 

Poliomyelitis — No  cases  occurred  and  this  freedom  can  be  ascribed  to 
immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred  concurrently  with 
vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which  gives  a  longer 
lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A  drink  of  syrup 
or  a  lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to  the  young  patients 
than  the  previous  needle  prick. 

Food  Poisoning — One  isolated  case  (contacted  outside  the  district) 
occurred  during  the  year  caused  by  one  of  the  Salmonella  organisms. 
Salmonella  infection  is  common  in  bovines,  and  the  incidence  of  infection 
on  farms  is  now  notified  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Farm  workers  are  then  warned  of  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  human  infection,  and  given  details  of  hygiene  precautions  to 
prevent  incidence  in  themselves  or  their  families. 

Other  causes  of  food  poisoning  are  staphylococci  which  may  gain 
entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot  on  the  face,  hands  or  arms  of  a  food 
handler  which  may  cause  a  severe  form  of  the  illness.  As  the  symptoms 
result  from  a  toxin  which  is  unaffected  by  heat,  cooking  the  infected 
food,  in  this  case  does  not  prevent  the  illness.  More  rarely  typhoid  fever, 
botulism  or  chemical  contaminants  may  occur.  However  the  commonest 
germ  is  the  salmonella  which  gains  entry  into  food  because  of  the  faulty 
personal  hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The  sources  of  infection  are  numerous, 
probably  uncooked  contaminated  (often  imported)  meat  being  to-day 
one  of  the  most  frequent. 

Smallpox — There  were  no  cases.  The  vaccination  of  children  is  still 
necessary  and  should  be  carried  out  sometime  during  the  first  two  years 
of  life,  preferably  between  the  first  and  second  year. 

Diphtheria  — There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northampton¬ 
shire  since  1956.  There  is  therefore  with  each  successive  year  of  freedom 
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from  infection,  a  diminishing  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this  illness. 
Mothers  without  knowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a  false  security  and  may 
not  have  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a  dangerous  situation 
cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is  only  by  keeping  up  the  numbers 
of  children  immunised  that  the  disease  be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the  duty 
of  all  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so 
they  neglect  their  welfare. 

Sonne  Dysentery — Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
infection  was  in  all  cases  fairly  mild  and  was  soon  contained.  Sonne 
dysentery  is  a  common  illness  and  symptoms  are  so  mild  that  medical 
assistance  is  not  sought.  As  a  result  children  often  return  to  school 
carrying  the  condition  resulting  in  spread  of  infection.  While  the  illness 
is  seldom  serious  it  is  very  necessary,  from  a  public  health  aspect,  to 
ascertain  that  contacts  are  not  food  handlers,  pregnant  mothers  liable  to 
take  the  infection  into  a  maternity  unit  where  spread  to  new  born  babies 
could  occur  with  serious  implications,  or  those  individuals  of  already 
lowered  resistance  such  as  the  aged,  the  chronic  sick  or  handicapped. 
For  these  reasons  all  cases  of  notified  sonne  dysentery  are  visited  and  a 
careful  survey  of  all  contacts  made. 

Infective  Jaundice — There  were  three  cases  notified.  The  Minister  of 
Health  gave  sanction  that  this  disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable 
as  from  1st  July,  1962.  By  arrangement  with  other  District  Councils 
this  also  became  operative  in  the  County  of  Northamptonshire.  Three 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Under  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1968  infective  jaundice  became  nationally  notifiable 
in  October  1968. 

Acute  infective  jaundice  is  a  disease  caused  by  a  virus,  which  attacks 
the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of  young  people 
of  faecal-oral  spread  and  with  an  incubation  period  of  15-50  days.  The 
incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from  food  handlers,  water  and 
children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is  present  in  faeces  16  days  before 
jaundice,  and  up  to  8  days  after.  Serum  hepatitis,  which  is  another  form 
of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a  longer  incubation  period  of  50-160  days  and 
affects  mainly  adults  and  can  be  spread  by  blood  transfusion  and 
inefficiently  sterilised  equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and 
drug  addicts,  and  in  the  various  tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups 
of  these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  and  a  jaundiced  adult  would  be  away  from  work  from  six  weeks 
to  two  months,  and  sometimes  might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a  year. 
Quarantine  measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be  treated  at 
home  or  in  hospital  provided  adequate  hand  washing  techniques  are 
practised,  with  current  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum  hepatitis  can  be 
virtually  abolished,  if  disposal  equipment  is  used  by  the  County  Health 
Department  for  all  procedures  involving  immunisation.  Gamma  Globulin 
is  of  value  for  the  protection  of  close  contacts  and  pregnant  women 
during  epidemics. 

Tuberculosis — Vaccination  is  offered  against  tuberculosis  by  the 
County  Council  to  all  children  at  13  years  of  age.  This  is  carried  out  in 
the  schools  and  there  is  a  high  acceptance  rate. 
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Three  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


No  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the  year. 

Tlie  number  of  cases  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  follows: 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Grand  Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male  Female  Total 

34 

36 

70 

13  9  22 

92 
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SECTION  G. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1969. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Table  No.  1 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity... 

1 

— 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

1 

6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

14.  Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  ... 

1 

— 

1 

15.  Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

2 

2 

4 

16.  Leukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

17.  Other  malignant  neoplasms  .. . 

7 

7 

14 

18.  Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  ... 

— 

1 

1 

19.  Avitaminoses,  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

20.  Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

21.  Mental  disorders 

— 

1 

1 

22.  Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

23.  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

24.  Hypertensive  disease 

2 

— 

2 

25.  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

33 

24 

57 

26.  Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

4 

6 

10 

27.  Cerebrovascular  disease 

15 

14 

29 

28.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

6 

13 

29.  Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

30.  Pneumonia 

6 

9 

15 

31.  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

5 

2 

7 

32.  Asthma 

1 

— 

1 

33.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

34.  Appendicitis  ... 

— 

1 

1 

35.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

2 

36.  Peptic  ulcer  ... 

1 

— 

1 

37.  Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

1 

2 

3 

38.  Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

1 

— 

1 

39.  Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

40.  Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

— 

1 

41.  Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

1 

1 

2 

42.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

43.  All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

44.  Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  ... 

— 

1 

1 

45.  All  other  external  causes 

— 

1 

1 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

108 

92 

200 
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Table  No.  2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1969  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

population 

Births 

Dec 

iths 

No. 

Rate 

Unde 

No. 

r  one  year 
Rate 

A 

No. 

ll  ages 

Rate 

1919 

*9,387 

t9.011 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

1920 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

$1921 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

1922 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

1923 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

1924 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

1925 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

1926 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

1927 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

1928 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

1929 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

1930 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

$1931 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

1932 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

1933 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

1934 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

1935 

J13,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

1936 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

1937 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

12.30 

1938 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

1939 

*12,930 

tl2,020 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

1940 

13,190 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

1941 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

1942 

14,050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

1943 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

1944 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

1945 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

1946 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.19 

1947 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12.04 

1948 

13,910 

238 

17.11 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

1949 

14,300 

255 

17.38 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

1950 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

13.61 

$1951 

14,540 

230 

15.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

1952 

14,490 

219 

15.1 

7 

31.9 

171 

11.8 

1953 

14,410 

241 

16.7 

2 

12.4 

144 

9.9 

1954 

14.440 

230 

15.9 

7 

30.4 

181 

12.5 

1955 

14,490 

208 

14.3 

3 

14.4 

172 

11.8 

1956 

14,450 

250 

17.3 

6 

24.0 

193 

13.3 

1957 

14,420 

221 

15.3 

5 

22.6 

155 

10.7 

1958 

14,410 

262 

18.2 

7 

26.7 

188 

13.06 

1959 

14,550 

242 

16.6 

6 

24.7 

163 

11.1 

1960 

14,660 

284 

19.3 

2 

7.0 

142 

9.6 

$1961 

15,370 

256 

16.6 

4 

27.3 

181 

11.7 

1962 

15,460 

250 

16.17 

6 

24.0 

173 

11.2 

1963 

15,640 

304 

19.5 

2 

6.6 

181 

11.6 

1964 

16,140 

304 

18.5 

6 

19.5 

184 

11.4 

1965 

16,290 

321 

19.7 

4 

12.4 

161 

9.8 

1966 

16,460 

327 

19.8 

4 

11.0 

196 

11.9 

1967 

16,780 

340 

20.3 

3 

9.0 

163 

9.7 

1968 

17,850 

396 

22.2 

6 

15.1 

175 

10.2 

1969 

18.580 

407 

21.9 

4 

10.0 

200 

10.8 

*  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rates, 
t  Population  for  calculation  of  death  rates. 
I  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district. 

$  Census  years. 


43 


Table  No.  3 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Propee 
TO  I 

.TIES  CONNECTED 

’uBLic  Mains 

Proper 
ON  Pr 

.TIES  DEPI 
IV ATE  SUI 

ENDING 

>PLIES 

Total 
no.  of 
houses 
in 

parish 

No 

houses 

of 

served 

Wells 

Springs 

No.  of 
houses 
served 

Internal 

supplies 

Stand 

pipes 

Abthorpe  ... 

92 

91 

1 

1 

Adstone 

37 

34 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Blakesley  ... 

146 

144 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Blisworth  ... 

538 

538 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bradden 

30 

28 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Cold  Higham 

75 

72 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Cosgrove 

189 

185 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Deanshanger 

660 

658 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Easton  Neston 

30 

— 

— 

5 

— 

30 

Gayton 

153 

148 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Grafton  Regis 

73 

68 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Greens  Norton 

329 

326 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Litchborough 

86 

85 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Maidford 

57 

55 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Old  Stratford 

342 

342 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pattishall  ... 

357 

354 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Paulerspury 

325 

322 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Potterspury 

511 

491 

— 

4 

1 

20 

Shutlanger  ... 

93 

92 

— ■ 

— 

1 

1 

Silverstone 

402 

400 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Slapton 

32 

30 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Stoke  Bruerne 

96 

94 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Tiffield 

78 

77 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Towcester  ... 

1280 

1271 

— 

4 

— 

9 

Wappenham 

97 

94 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Weston  and  Weedon 

112 

112 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whittlebury 

138 

135 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Wicken 

108 

107 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Woodend  ... 

66 

64 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Yardley  Gobion 

423 

419 

— 

2 

— 

4 
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Table  No.  4 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Parish 

House  drains 
discharging  to 

Houses 

with 

Sewers 

Cess¬ 
pools  or 
septic 
tanks 

Roadside 

drains, 

ditches, 

etc. 

W.Cs. 

Pail 

Closets 

Abthorpe 

— 

80 

12 

80 

12 

Adstone 

— 

19 

18 

25 

12 

Blakesley 

— 

102 

44 

111 

35 

Blisworth 

521 

14 

3 

535 

3 

Bradden  ... 

— 

14 

16 

14 

16 

Cold  Higham 

73 

2 

1 

72 

4 

Cosgrove 

173 

16 

— 

189 

— 

Deanshanger 

653 

4 

3 

656 

4 

Easton  Neston  ... 

26 

7 

2 

34 

1 

Gayton  ... 

143 

5 

5 

146 

7 

Grafton  Regis  ... 

— 

59 

13 

58 

14 

Greens  Norton  ... 

286 

43 

— 

329 

— 

Litchborough 

82 

4 

— 

82 

4 

Maidford 

— 

35 

22 

40 

17 

Old  Stratford 

307 

6 

— 

313 

— 

Pattishall 

313 

12 

— 

318 

7 

Paulerspury 

328 

10 

4 

338 

4 

Potterspury 

528 

28 

5 

489 

6 

Shutlanger 

87 

3 

3 

90 

3 

Silverstone 

385 

12 

5 

397 

5 

Slapton  ... 

— 

29 

3 

29 

3 

Stoke  Bruerne  ... 

83 

10 

3 

93 

3 

Tiffield . 

76 

2 

— 

77 

1 

Towcester 

1224 

45 

11 

1271 

9 

Wappenham 

— 

81 

17 

81 

17 

Weston  &  Weedon 

18 

77 

17 

97 

15 

Whittlebury 

128 

10 

— 

138 

— 

Wicken  ... 

91 

17 

— 

108 

— 

Woodend 

— 

46 

20 

63 

3 

Yardley  Gobion 

409 

14 

— 

422 

1 
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Table  No.  5 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby 

premises)  inspected  following  notification  ... 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  rats 

and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

6,674 

238 

184 

19 

53 

19 

13 

— 

874 

105 

95 

66 

3 

— 
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Table  No.  6 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL 

INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

13,545 

13 

45,541 

52,828 

Number  Inspected 

13,545 

13 

45,541 

52,828 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

1 

28 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9,802 

4 

13,105 

7,421 

65.8 

38.5 

28.8 

14.1 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

55 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

Nil 

Nil 

0.1 

Nil 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

187 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED 


Meat  at  slaughterhouses 

Tons 

92 

Cwts 

lbs. 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

— 

5 

105 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

— 

— 

12 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

— 

— 

— 

Canned  meats 

— 

— 

69 

Other  canned  foods 

— 

1 

19 

Contents  of  4  refrigerated  display 
cabinets  ... 

4 

50 
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Table  No.  7 


MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1969 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

OJ 

a 

t— j 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

Measles  ... 

6 

5 

2 

26 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

44 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

6 

6 

28 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— 

— 

59 

Table  No.  8 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1969 


Disease 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

Total 

Measles  ... 

3 

6 

3 

5 

13 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

44 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

7 

5 

5 

16 

15 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

59 
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Table  No.  9 


INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1969 
INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES 


Parish 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Food 

Poisoning 

Total 

Blakesley  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blisworth  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Deanshanger 

21 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Greens  Norton 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Old  Stratford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pattishall  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Potterspury 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Silverstone  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

5 

Tiffield 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Towcester  ... 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

8 

Wappenham 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Wicken 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Yardley  Gobion 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

44 

8 

3 

3 

1 

59 
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Table  No.  10 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 

for  the  year  1969 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector)  : 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

7 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

82 

57 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers’  premises) 

18 

12 

— 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

107 

73 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  of 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S. 7) 

[a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

[c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Table  No,  11 


Section  133 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Table  No.  12 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Class  of  Premises 

Total  Premises 
registered 
at  end  of  year 

No.  of  Persons 
employed 

Premises 

inspected 

Offices 

27 

182 

20 

Retail  Shop 

43 

153 

41 

Wholesale  shops  etc. 

3 

5 

3 

Public  Catering  Establishments 

10 

71 

10 

Canteens 

1 

10 

1 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

5 

1 

51 
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